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THEOLOGICAL DEPARTMENT. 


} a natural tendency to secure to us 
the possession of it. 

It is natural and common to man-|| ‘These remarks may be applied 
Rind, in all matters which interest | to religion. ‘This great interest is, 
them strongly, to recur to them | above all others, the most momen- 
frequently in their thoughts, to} tous that can claim the attention 
inake them the subject of their con- | of mankind. Never in a council 
versation, and to use every proper | of war, nor in a legislative assem- 
method of promoting and obtaining | bly, nor philosophical society, wae 
them. ‘The philosopher, the states- | one of equal importance discussed. 
man. the farmer, the soldier, each | It is reasonable, that in proportion 
pursues his respective object with | to its paramount value and conse- 
ardour, talks of it with enthusiasm, || quence, should be the degree of 
and in his endeavours to promote | interest we feel in it, the ardour 
his knowledge and interest in it, |,with which we pursue it, and the 
has recourse to converse and asso-| diligence with which we use every 
ciation with others. Hence the || means that may secure to us ite 
many philosophical, literary, and |j/exalted and inestimable benefits. 
agricultural societies that are to be || In those means which God has in- 
found in the world. They serve| stituted for our improvement in 
to demonstrate the idea of value) this divine science and practice, 
which men severely attach to the/ he bas had regard to that principle 
objects of their pursuit, and the/|/of association in our nature, which 
benefit which is to be obtained in|) is found to be so useful a subsidiary 


Ona meetings for Prayer. 





the promotion of any art or science 
by the power of association. ‘There 
is, in fact, no truer criterion by 
which we may measure the strength 
of our attachment to any object, 
than the degree of ardour and dili- 
gence with which we avail our- 
selves of such opportunities as have 
Vol. L....No. 30. 


in all subjects that come under our 
moral and intellectual cognizance. 
The institution of public worship, 
and especially as prescribed in our 
excellent liturgy, is adapted to this 
sodial tendency of our nature ; and 








they who have used it in a proper 
manner, know, how our devotion 
] 
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may be awakened and kindled by | 
the kindred sympathy of our fel-. 

Jows; of this there is no question | 
among christians. Another ques- | 





tion, however, connected with this 
subject, has been agitated, respect- 
ing the nature and tendency of 
smaller extra-official meetings which 
are sometimes held for prayer, | 
singing, and exhortation. It is not | 
our intention to enter into a discus. | 
sion of the merits of this question : : | 
but, as it is a subject of some im- 
portance. and one on which some of | 


our readers may expe ct us to ex- | 


press our opinion, we deem it our, 





duty simply to give our humble ap- 
probation of such associations ; | 


form of sound words which the 
church has thought proper to pre- 
acribe for all occasions of pnblie 
worship. We wish our approbation 
of these meetings, therefore, to be 
considered as strictly qualified by 
these views. But our ideas upon 
this subject can be better illustrated 
by introducing to our readers a 
plan of such associations as we ap- 
prove. ‘The model we have se- 
lected, is one recommended by the 


Rev. Bishops Claggett and Kemp of 


Maryland, which grew out of the 
following resolution of the conven- 
tion of Maryland, in 1802. 

* Resolved, that it be recommend- 
ed, and it is hereby recommended, to 


qualified, however, by the caution, | the ministers of this church on the 


that there be nothing in the man- 
ner of conducting them which | 
might tend to infringe the order) 
and discipline of the church, to im- 
pair the reverence due to her 
chaste and animated services, aud | 


{ 
| 


to throw down the barriers of dis- | 
tinction between the minister and’! 
people. 


| Western and Eastern shores, to 
meet in voluntary associations on 
their respective shores three times 
in every year; that they labour at 
these meetings, by frequent and 
earnest preaching and prayer, to 
awaken people to a more lively 
sense of the important concerns of 


| religion ; encourage themselves to 
It cannot be doubted that God | 


a more ardent zeal in the work of 


has promised peculiar blessings to their holy calling; and form such 


places consecrated and set apart | 
for his worship, and that he has mani- | 
fested, by a signal vengeance, his | 
displeasure against those who would | 
presume to invade the sacred office. | 
It is the interest of the people to! 
preserve unimpaired, those exclu- | 
sive characteristics of office Which | 
invest the ministry with a high 
and holy elevation, and render its 
functions the authoritative and le- 








galized acts of ambassadors from | 
Heaven. A curse is pronounced 
upon those who would remove these 
ancient landmaris. We should 
be much grieved, that any ameasures 
should obtain, which tend to this | 
effect, or to disparage or throw into‘ 
disuse the venerable formularies of 
our church. In our judgment, 
every proper occasion should be 
seen, to show the pre-eminence of 











esteem which we entertain for that | 


rules for their government at those 
jassociations, as to them may ap- 
pear expedient: provided nothing 
be ordained contrary to the disci- 
pline of the church.”’ 
To effect these objects the fol- 
lowing rules were agreed to. 
“'l’he members shall recommend 
to their several congregations to es- 
tablish among themselves a society 
or societies for catechising and pre- 
paring the candidates for confirma 
tion, for religious discourse, prayer, 
and singing, to meet once a week or 
a fortnight as may best suit their 
avocations and engagements. 
“That each member shall select 
out of his congregation a small num- 
ber of persons who shall be com- 
municants remarkable for experi- 
enced prudence, humility, and zeal, 
to act as a stated council for pro- 
moting religion in the said socie- 
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lies; one of whom, at feast, shal! 
attend, to prevent enthusiastic 


heats, or light, trifling, or worldly | 


conversation in them.” 
June \Ath 1916, 


‘We approve of this plan and 


will be happy to find it carried into | 
} out incurring the imputation of en- 


operation.” 
Tuomas Jonn Cruacerr. 
James Kempe. 


It ‘appears to us, that the esta- 
blishment of such meetings in every 
parish, would tend effectually to 
promote the prosperity of the church 
and the piety of her members. Oc- 
cupied as we are in the commerce 
and pleasures of the world, we are 
too prone to mingle our very souls 
With them, and to become * of the 
earth, earthly. The great truths 
Which we hear on the sabbath, and 
Which may have impressed our 
hearts, are liable to be overwhelm- 
ed, and effaced, by the tides and 
currents of this world. ‘Che good 
seed is in danger of being choked 
by the cares of life, or stofen by 
the birds of the air Tbe lamp of, 
grace with difficully is kept bright, 
and burning in an atmosphere so 
tempestuous. Our family devotions 
and our closet retirements, them- | 
selves, feel the malign influence of | 
these causes, and are apt to become 
cold and languid. It would seem, 
therefore, that nothing could more 
happily and necessarily interpose 
to repair these wastes, than the meet- 
ings here recommended, which, by 
their social energy, are so well fit- 
ted to rekindle the decaying spark, 
and to rouse the soul to renewed 
exertion. In this respect the chil-, 
dren of this world are wiser thar 
the children of dight. They pur-; 
sue their object ‘in season and out 
of season,’ and even enthusiasm 
here is deemed no crime. Routes, 





parties, and balls, andéa constant 
succession of such meetings and 
associations are resorted to, in or- 
der to supply the excitahility of! 
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“T cannot apprehend’ says he, © but 
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pleasure, and to furnish gust and 
pabulum for ts devotions. We can 
see no good reasun why those who 
fear God, and desire to save their 
souls, may not meet together once 
a week, to ‘exhort one another to 
love aad to good works, with- 


thusiasm and over-righteous zeal. 
In our opinion, the church has but 
little to fear from this quarter. Ex- 
cessive zeal does not appear to be 
our besetting sin. It is not agamst 
meetings for prayer, we think, that 
the lovers of piety and drder should 
whet their swords; but against that 
fondness for ease and pleasure, that 
love of the world, that Laodicean 
spirit, which, under a thousand 
forms would eat out the vitals of 
godliness. A day is coming, when 
the subject of regret will be, to 
ministers, that they have nol warn- 
ed with sufficient faithfulness; that 
they have not sought out in the 
highways and hedges, the lost 
sheep of the house of Israel; that 
they have not improved every op- 
portunity of winning souls to 
Christ, and thus making full proof 
of a ministry whose responsibilities 
are enough to make the heart to 
thrill with awe and dread—and to 
the people, that they have not 
availed themselves of those aids in 
religion which God has brought 
home to their very doors, and by 
which they might have been made 
rich in grace, and heirs of an eter- 
nal inheritance. 

But, instead of extending these 
remarks further, we shall cite the 
authority of a name highty and just- 
ly ver ced by our church. 

_at. Nelson, the author of a high- 
ly esteemed work on the festivals 
and fasts of the church of England, 
in his preface to the English editions, 
thus apologizes for religious societies, 
which were very similar to the as- 
sociations now under consideration, 


that they must be very serviceable 
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to the interest of religion, and may 
contribute very much to revive that 
true spirit of Christianity which was 
so much the glory of primitive 
times. And I see no reason why 
men may not meet and consult to- 
ether to improve one another in 
‘hristian hnowledge, and, by mutu- 
al advice, take measures how best 
to further their own salvation, as 
well as to promote that of their 
neighbours; when the same liberty [ 
is taken for the improvement of 
trade, and lor carrying on the plea- 
sures and diversions of life. As 
for those objections which are urged 
against these societies from some 
canons of the church, they seem to 
be founded on a misunderstanding 


i 








of the sense of those canons,’ &c. 
In concluding these observations, 
we cannot forbear expressing the 
earnest desire and hope, that a mu- 
tual candour, forbearance, and chari- 
ty may be cherished by all who dif- 
fer in opinion on this subject. Es- | 
pecially would we raise our warning 
voice against what appears to us to 
be as unsound in logic as it is acri- 
monious in its tendency, that of 
making an appeal to personal cha- 
racter asa test of litigated principles. 
That good men may differ in opi- 
nion, and that bad men are to be 
found among every class of opinion- 
ists is sufficiently obvious. ‘l'o 
cite cases of the latter kind, as 
proofs of the corruption or error of 
any cause with which they may 
have been identified, can never set- 


RAY, 


the canons of the church in view, 
let every man be persuaded in his 
owo mind. In the spirit of that 
charity which hopeth all things, we 
would fain ascribe the best motives 
to those who do, and those who do 
not, consider prayer meetings as 
subsidiary to the common ebject, 


which as Christians and churchmen 


we all may be eee to have in 
view. And we fervently pray that 
this holy virtue “ without which 
all our doings are nothing worth,” 
may increase more and more ‘ until 
we all come in the unity of the 
faith and the knowledge of the Son 


} of God, to speak the truth in love 


and grow upto him in all things, 
which is the Head, even Christ.’ 
+o 
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LETTER IX. 
Dear Sir, 


Your observation, that a preacher 
ought to live upon bis doctrine, and 
realize the benefits of religion in his 
own experience, pleases me; and | 
shall, without any further ceremony, 
make it the foundation of a few ob- 
servations, in which I have the plea- 
sure to anticipate your assent, at the 
same time that I hope to contribute 
something towards the establishment 
of a most important truth. Whata 
disparagement of the whole business 
would it be. to suppose that we were 
mere artists, and that we were no 
more Concerned in our profession, 
than a physician is in the virtues of 
his medicines, or a potter in the 
soundness of his wares! ‘I'his mis- 





tle the merits of the question, but 
may lead to recrimination, and strife, 
and every evil work. 

In regard to the question of 
prayer meetings, we must at last 
come to the conclusion recommend. 
ed by the late bishop Moore, of New- 
York ; that “ every clergyman must 
use his own discretion as to the 
means most likely to promote the 
welfare of his parish, so he does not 
violate any established rules.”— 


take has done infinite mischief.— 


| Hence it is that so many, calculat- 


ing upon their talents, have thought 
fit to preach Christ, while in heart 
they were at enmity with him—per- 
haps notoriously so by their wicked 
works: and what aggravates the in- 
jury is, that they not only abuse a 
sacred and most important protes- 
sion, but pretend to have done i! 
honour by taking it into the service 
of their own abominable purposes. 











Keeping the rule of scripture and: 


Woe be tothem! Lord open their 
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eyes that they may see—that they 
may see the brink on which they 


barely stand, and shrink in time |! 


from the dreadful, dreadful fall! 

A man that does not think enough 
of the gospel of Christ, to see his 
own immediate concern in it, and 
make use of it in order to his own 
salvation, cannot administer it effec- 
tually to others, canaot be owned by 
the Redeemer as a faithful servant; 
and whatever he may gain by it in 
this world, he will be convicted of 
the most criminal sacrilege, and 
finally lose more than the whole 
world, more than a thousand worlds. 

If a preacher means to inculcate 
Christian doctrines as objects ol 
spiritual sense, and an instrument of 
awakening, and regeverating, and 
finally saving lost souls, he will find 
it not only a hard, but an impracti- 
cable task, unless he is leelingly ac- 
quainted with those doctrines him- 
self. Unless he fee!s their influ- 
ence, aud becomes sensible that they 
are, as St. Paul expresses it, the pow- 
ev of God unto salvation, he will not 
believe them with any assurance, 
much less will he enforce them upon 
others with such zeal as the subject 
requires. While a delusive world 
engrosses his affections, and promis- 
es to satisfy his desires, he may des- 
patch the formalities of his protes- 
sion with some alacrity, even with- 
out any living principle, without any 
cordial concern in the matter; but, 
when difficulties beset him—when, 
besides the labour of his office, he 
begins to feel the curse of an evil 
conscience, and all the wretchedn«ss 
of a fallen spirit, and to redouble his 
terrors by the dread of approaching 
judgement, he not only discovers 
that his practice as a preacher has 
been defective, but that he has ag- 
gravated his guilt by engaging in a 
responsibility for which he was ne. 
ver qualified. O, says he, what 


worse than madness was it that in- 
duced me to profane so sacred a 
calling, and provoke the divine in- 
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j tigation by preaching a Christ that 
I neither believed nor loved ! 
But supposing a preacher to set 
about his business seriously, he will 
depend uvon communications of the 
F grace of God ia the various forme of 
life and power, as bia daily bread, 
sor something that he cannot as a 
Christian, and a Christian minister, 
I subsist without. That word which 
he administers to others is the in- 
strument of bis own salvation, and 
‘the means whereby he walks with 
God--whereby he attains an ae- 
quaintance or communion with God 
abounding with all the various bles- 
dings of the divine life. Nothing 
can be more contradictory to the 
spirit of the New-'Testament, and 
to the nature of a Christian minis 
ter’s business, than the presumption 
that we can perform an effectual 
service in this high and holy calling 
by the mere use of our natural fa- 
culties; that we can convey the sa- 
vour of the knowledge of Jesus 
Christ without being tinetured with 
it ourselves, and that we can kindle 
the hearts of our hearers without 
any incitement in our owa feelings, 
But even if we could preach the 
kingdom of God to others without 
any concern in it ourselves, is it de- 
sirable? Are the things that we 
speak of to our hearers in such high 
terms of commendation, worth no- 
thing to ourselves’ Shall we lend 
them a hand to heaven, without 
making a step ourselves the same 
way? Shall we open the prison for 
them, and wear our chains ourselves 
be a sort of privilege? No; aslove 
or benevolence of every kind, pre- 
supposes the love of ourselves, it is 
impossible in the nature of things 
that we should be heartily and etfec- 
tually concerned for the salvation of 
our brethren, without a previous con- 
) cern for our own, and also some expe- 
rience of the means whereby it is to 
he attained. It is this experience 
| alone that will enable us to speak 
with assurance, and display our cez 
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in such @ manner as to overcome|; Yes, it is in our closet, and the 


the resietance of unbelief, and erect | 
the gracious authority of God over 
the yielding hearts of penitent sin- | 


more retired exercises of our life, 
that we learn to value that treasure 
which i8 committed to us, as carthca 


ners. | vessels, for the purpose both of our 


We should, indeed, take pleasure | 
in observing the efficacy of the word, | 
and the manifold blessings of the 


own salvation and the salvation of 
those who hear us. It is there that 
‘we learn the reality of a believer's 





grace of God in others; but are! justification, and the high privilege 
We not more intimately delighted | of communion with God; it is there 
with the immediate perception o! that we contract a filial assurance, 
those blessings, as the test of our) and kindle it into all the ardour of 
own interest in the Redeemer, and } divine life; it is there that our fears 
the earnest of our final salvation? | are allayed, our hopes enlivened, 


Is there any way of doing real hon- 
our to the gospel but by making se 
vious use of it ourselves, and on the 
altar of a gratetul heart, offering the 
sacrifice of praise to God for the 
inestimable blessings he has confer- 


ved upon us thereby? Is it possible | 
for us to do as much good for our- | 


and our minds wrought into the ge- 
_nuine invincible temper of Christian 
‘virtue; in short, it is by a praying, 
believing attention to the word of 
God that we become fit for bis ser- 
‘vice, and capable of that happiness 
which God alone caa bestow. 

We are sinners as well as our 





selves by mere lip-labour, either in 
a way of preaching or praying, as 
by feeding upon the bread of life, 
and resorting to those treasures of 
divine munificence, deposited for 
our use in the promises? Is it pos 
sible that we should have so much 
to do with the gospel—that our 
hands should, as it were, handle the 
word of life, and that we should ne- 
ver try its virtue? I would fain 
think not; but whatever ethers do, 
my dear friend, let us preach a liv- 
ing Christ, and, like the witnesses 
of his resurrection, aver that he is 
the Lord of life upon the evidence 
of our own actual experience. 
What security, what solemn joy 
to walk with God! to read his 
word, and while we read, to hear his 
voice in mingled tones of admoni- 
tion, and of comfort speaking it to 
our heart! As these blessings cost 
him his life, they certainly ought to 
be as dear as lile to us; and when- 


hearers, and the solemn denuncia- 
| tions of the word of God are neces- 
sary to break the hardness of our 
i heart into an affectionate contrition. 


As we, however good our intentions 


familiarity with some sorts of un- 
godliness, the prohibitions and warn- 
ings of the word are necessary to 
awaken our apprehensions, and pre- 
vent our relapsing into habitual sin ; 
as it is only by the merits of Christ, 
apprehended as a satisfaction made 
to divine justice on our behalf, that 
we can obtain forgiveness, and feel 
_ ourselves ‘justified, how necessary is 
it that we should resort to the word 
foraclear discovery and satisfactory 
conception of that great doctrine! 
As itis only by explicit and authen- 
tic promises that we can be enabled 
to ask in faith, and consequently to 
obtain the needed succours of a spi- 
ritual and divine compassion, how 
necessary is it that we should re- 





ever we fancy to ourselves a happi- 
ness independently of them, we tax | 
the divine counsels with folly, and | 
forfeit all the benefits that our situ- 


volve the lively oracles, among 
which those promises make such a 
conspicuous figure! and as our ex- 
pectation of a future world—the 





ation as Christians might have af-| grand object of all religious pur- 


forded us. 


suite—can be well grounded upon 





-may be, are too apt to slide into a 
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nothing but the word of God, how 
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up; but in the evening it is cut 


sedulousiy should we observe, and) down, dried up, and withered.’ How 


how seriously should we meditate | 
npon that werd, in ordet that our 


forcibly, my dear Ellen, does this ap- 
| posite ‘and beautiful emblem repre- 


hopes may contract a kind of as-| sent the brevity and instability of 
surance, and exult in a degree of| human lie. seldom does a day pase 


evidence which nothing but a reve- 
lation of God could afford! 

Then, out of respect to the au- 
thority of God, and out of respect to 
eur own eternak interests, we ought 
to believe th¢ word of God—we 
ought to acquaint ourselves with it, 
and make trial of its efficacy. Thus) 
shall we not only learn how to ad- 
minister it to others, but to become | 
qualified with all those virtues that 
are necessary to the execution of so 
arduous a task, in which we shall 
find the diffieulty of our own salva- 
tion, accumulated by the church of 
God, to be infinitely beyoud all hu. 
man sufficiency. 

My dear friend, I was going to say 
that I should tire you; for | have, 
in the length of this letter exceeded 
my usual bounds; but i! [ have un- 
necessarily tasked your attention in 
this instance, 1 am sure it will be 
not because you think the observa- |) 
tions unimportant ; but because they | 
are already too familiar to you to’ 
bear much repetition. I am very 
happily persuaded, that while you), 
are taking pains to furnish yourself 
with all the aids of learning, you | 
will acquire the temper of a Chris- |) 
tian minister; that while you accus- 
tom yourself to judicious thinking, 
you will exercise your spiritual sen- 
ses, and feel as one who is quicken- 
ed in Christ Jesus—a living member 
of his body, and a conscious partner 
both in its joys and sorrows—its 
present conflict, and its future tri- 
umph. I remain yours, &c. 
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LETTER IY. 
‘Man,’ saith the psalmist, ‘ flour- 
isheth asa flower of the field; in the 
morning it is green, and growetb! 


cally couvinced of its truth. Since 
[ last wrote you, | have been in- 
formed, that an amiable young lady, 
with whom I was acquainted, has, 
in the very bloom and vigour of 
‘life, been removed from the gay 
and delusive dreams of this transi- 
| tory scene, to the unchangeable 
fealities of aneternal state. Influ- 


Hin which we are not most emphati- 
} 
j 
| 





| enced by a desire that you should, 


‘in some measure participate with 


jie, in those serious reflections, 


|which such an event cannot fail to 
jawaken, | now most earnestly solicil 
\your attention to a subject more 
| deeply interesting, more awfully im- 
poriunt in its consequences, than 
any other which can occupy the 
imind of a rational and accountable 
being. Death! what solemnity in 
‘the sound! what a host of aw ful 
ideas does the word death convey! 

‘how dees death, like a mighty tor 

rent, sweep from the surface of the 
‘globe, the countless myriads of its 
inhabitants! As wave follows wave, 
in quick succession, 80 one genere 
tion rapidly pursues another down 
the cufrent of time into the botind- 
less ocean of eternity. Low universal 
| is the sway of this relentless despot} 
|neitber rank, nor age, are spared; 

how do all worldly distinctions van- 
ish at its approach! Touched ty his 
i¢y hand, the beggar resigns his 
roofless hovel and sordid ragyi—the 
king his splendid palace amd vast 
domains, and equalized by death, 
are alike consigned to the narrow 
limits of tbe coffin and the grave. 
The wise, the simple; the grave, the 
gay; the good, the bad; tbe infant, 
and the ancient—all bow beneath 





his iron sceptre, and fall is: one ua- 
distinguished ruin! Sad, sad, me~ 
mentpes, that ‘sin browgzht death 























into the world, and all our woe. 

"i ’ttus it hath been, thus it will be, 
uiitil that great fiat is pronounced, 
*'Time shall be no more ' then shall 
the whole assembled world discern 
between the righteous and the wick- 
ed ; for, after death, comes the judg: 


ment. 0, the great and tremendous: 
day, when the heavens shall pass” 


away, when the earth shall be dis-| 
solved; and the whole human race 
receive their final doom, for * the 
trumpet shall sound, and the dead 
shall be raised. How amazing the 
acene, how inconceivable the as- 
tonishment, when the shout of the 
archangel and the trump of God, 
ishall, with stupendous thunders, 
sihake the vast concave of heaven, 
cae to the very centre of the! 
¢ lobe, and penetrate the dark and 
ailent recesses of the tomb: when | 
ai'l the innumerable multitudes, who | 
lie» buried in the caverns of the earth, 
an d the unfathomable depths of the 
seit, shall spring to life, and hear 
the: appalling sumnrons—‘ arise ye 
dea dand come to judgment.’ Behold! 
the incarnate Jehovah appears !— 
“He> cometh to judge the world in 
righ teousness, and minister true 
judg ment to the people!’ From the 
sight of his majestic eye, from the 
insuy »portable splendours of his face, 
the e arth and the very heavens flee 
away.. How, then, shall ‘the un- 
godly and the sinner appear?’ Yet 
appeai*’ they must at his decisive 
tribum ul. Ah, who can stand in his 
angry , vresence? But, dread consi- 
deratio 1, whither can they fly ? can 
the ‘me vuntains fall on them or the 
rocks c¢ ‘verthem ” These start from 
their cr umbling base and are fast 
melting . away. The ocean itself, the 
Jand,the air,all, all are one immense 
prodigiou s eonflagration. What 
racking s ‘gonies, what unutterable 
tortures, mn ond their distracted hearts. 
In vain do they ery for mercy. In 
vain do 1 hey exclaim, ‘who can 
dwell with everlasting burnings, who 
can lie doy *n in devouring flames ?” 


4b Letters toa Niece: ‘ae 


‘| Alas, ’tis too lale: the dread sen- 
tence isgone forth, ‘Depart, depart, ye 
| cursed into everlasting fire.’ O hor- 
ror of horrors, is this the dolefui 
consummation of sin? Are these 
the bitter fruits which those reap 
through an endless eternity, who 
for a few fleeting years, have sown 
to the flesh ? Is death so unavoid. 
able? Is judgment so certain? Is 
| heil such an awlul reality? Yes, * the 
wages of sin is death. The judge 
himseil hath declared, that ‘ the 
wicked shall gu away into everlast- 
ing punishment, but the righteous 
into life eternal. O how momen- 
tous is the concern we all have iu 
this unspeakably important matter, 
how earnest, how indefatigable, how 
unceasingly anxious should we be, 
|= our endeavours to ascertain, to 
which of these two classes we be- 
long ? whether in the great ani ter- 
irible day of the Lord we shall re- 
ceive the fearful doom above de- 
| scribed, or hear from bis gracious 
lips, the soul-reviving accents, 
“come ye blessed.” Here let us 
| pause, my dear Ellen, and inquire, 
i who are the righteous? The scrip- 
‘ture positively asserts, ‘there is 
“none righteous, no not one, all have 
sinned, and come short of the glory 
jal God.’ Inthe beginning; God 
created man in his own image; he 
wes naturally and habitually righ- 
| teous; the affections of his soul were 
| hols and heavenly ; the law was 








conformed to the will of God; his 
mind was endued with true know- 
l tedge ; he knew all the glorious 
perfections of his Maker; he knew 
/his own relation to him, his duty 
too, and dependence on him; he 
considered God as the supreme good, 
and only source of his own happi- 
ness; aud consequently loved him 
above allthings. ‘Thus was Adam, 





holy and bappy, beloved by, and 
‘rejoicing in, communion with his 
Creator; but alas, ‘the crown is 
fallen from his head, his glory is 








written in his heart; his will wae 
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departed.’ 


Satan, full of malignity, 
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at? 


be exercised without invading the 


envying the felicity he had himselt | strict rights of justice, in which 


forfeited ; hating this new favourite 
of heaven, and meditating his de- | 
struction ; seduced him into sin. Man | 
took part with apostate spiriis, be- 
came a rebel against his gracious 
Benefactor, bis indulgevt Maker,and 
lost his original righteousness ; the | 
image of God was defaced, his heart 
became corrupt, depraved, prone to 
evil, averse to good. Every power 
and feculty of his soul and body 
where perverted to the bondage of 
satan and service of sin; and in the 
consequences of his deplorable fall, 
his whole posterity were involved ; 
for, ‘ who can bring a clean thing | 
out ofan unclean? Not one.’ Adam, | 
before his sad apostacy, was the | 








hatred to sin and love to the sinner 
are eminently displayed. Amazing 
expedient! ‘Hear it, O heavens, 
and be astonished, O earth! God 
gave his own Son! his dear Son! 
his beloved Son! in whom he was 
well pleased, in whom lis soul 
delighted ; for what? to die! for 
whom? for vile, polluted, sinful 
man! ‘Herein indeed is love, not 
that we loved God, but that he 
loved us, and sent his Son to be the 
popitiation tor our sins.’ O may our 
hearts, my dear Ellen, be melted, 
and impressed with an indelible and 
most gratelul sense of this matchless 
love : may we rejoice in il, and with 
adoring praises, bless our God for 


ehild of God; mankind are the chil- } his unspeakable gift; but ‘ who can 


dren of Adam, born in his likeness, | 


inheriting the same corrupt nature, 
the same alienation from God, des- 
titute of the will, and by reason ol | 
innate depravity, the ability to! 
keep the divine law, and are, of| 
course, obnoxious to the just wrath | 
of an offended God, and exposed to 
the curse : for, *‘ by the offence of) 
one, judgment came upon all men to | 
condemnation : by one man sin en-| 
tered into the world, and death by! 
sin; and so death (eternal death), 
passed upon all men, for that all 
have sinned.’ If, to the effects of 
Adam’s apostacy we add our own 
innumerable transgressions, our ac- 
tual’ and personal iniquities of heart 
and life, well may we exclaim with 
grief and dismay, how shall we es- | 
eape ? Who shall deliver us? How 
cansuch polluted creatures be cleans- 
ed? But, ‘ O the depth of the riches, 
both of the knowledge and wisdom 
(yea, and love) of God,’ who, instead 
of executing swift vengeance on his 
rebellious creatures, condescends 
with infinite compassion to devise 
a method of saving them—a method 
in which all the perfections of his 
own glorious attributes harmonize, 








express the noble acts of the Lord, 


heart can conceive, what language 
can paint, Immanuel’s transcendent 
love? 


** Imagination’s utmost stretchy 


In wonder cies away ; 
He left his radiant throne on high, 
Left the bright realms of bliss, 
And came to earth to bleed and die! 


Was ever love like this?” 


When there was no eye to pity, 
no arm to save the attainted rebel, 
man, it pleased the adorable Jesus 
to undertake our helpless, hopeless, 
cause, to become our surety, and 
put himself in our stead; with him 
the covenant of grace was made: he 
was charged with the performance 
of the conditions, and fulfilled then: 
to the utmost. By the perfect and 
unremitting obedience of hia life ; 


iby his pure and spotless righteous- 





ness he fulfilled the divine law, 
which man had broken, nay, mag- 
nifiéd it. With inconceivable com- 
passion, and ‘love stronger thag 
death,’ he suffered the penalty 
which we had incurred, and expi- 
ated our sins in his own body ou 
the tree ; and though enduring with 


in which the most tender mercy may || intense and exquisite anguish, the 
Val. 1....No. 10, 2 





« 





or show forthalihis praise ?’—W hat 
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frovens of his Father's wrath, which, 
like a consuming fire, drank up his 
spirit, and extorted the doleful ex- 
clamation, ‘my God, my God, why 
hast thou forsaken me ;’ yet did 
he not retire from the Cross, until 
the curse was exhausted, justice 
satisfied, man’s salvation completed, 
and he could say, ‘it is finished! 
That the ever blessed and co-equal 
Son of God should die is wonderful ; 
that he should die for sinners, the 
most abominable creatures, is more 
wonderful; but, that he should hum- 
ble himself to be made in the like- 
ness of sinful flesh, that he should 
undergo a painful and laborious life, 
suffering poverty, reproach, con- 
tempt, be treated as a malefactor, 
and exposed to the malignity of 
man and the horrid rage of fallen 
spirits; thie is, indeed, inexpressi- 
bly wonderful! yet all this did he 
most willingly bear: ‘He gave him- 
self for us,’ he poured out his soul 
unto death that we might live! 
Thus, ‘as by one man’s (Adam’s) 
disobedience, many were made sin- 
ners; so by the obedience of one 
(Christ,) shall many be made righ- 
teous. Our gracious Redeemer, by 
his meritorious obedience and death, 
hath purchased pardon, reconcilia- 
tion, grace, and glory for all bis 
people, and brought in an everlast- 
ing, perfect, and sufficient righteous- 
ness, fully commensurate to the de- 
mands of the law, and the necessi- 
ties of the sinner. Now as our sins 
were imputed to our divine surety, 
and he suffered the punishment 
which we deserved on account of 
them, so his righteousness is imput- 
ed to us for our justification, for 
Christ, who knew (or had) no sin, 
- Was made sin, or a sin Offering for 
us, that we (who had no righteous- 
ness) might be made the righteous- 
ness of God in him, and this righte- 
ousness is freely given to every 
believer, for by faith alone we he- 
come interested therein. When a 
person is thoroughly awakened to a 
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sense of his sin and danger, and 
deeply convinced that nothing 
which he can either do or suffer, 
can ever render him acceptble in 
the sight of a holy and a_heart- 
searching God, and when, by these 
convictions, he is led to renounce 
other hopes aud dependences, and 
cast himself wholly and unresery- 
edly on the free bounty and mercy of 
God ; and the merits and atonement 
of Christ, trusting in, him alove for 
complete salvation, earnestly seek- 
ing by penitent fervent prayer, and 
all other means of grace, an inter- 
est in the promised blessings, God, 











of his own spontaneous grace and 
compassion, bestows on him this 
glorious gift of the Redeemer’s righ- 
teousness. With appropriating faith 
and humble gratitude, the happy 
soul receives it, puts it on, wears it— 
it is the very joy and rejoicing of 
his heart through lile, his shield at 
the solemn hour, and the wedding 
garment in which he stands ac- 
cepted in the great day of final de- 
cision—is accounted righteous, and 
numbered with those who behold 
the Saviour’s face in peace, listen 
with joy unutterable to his gracious 
invitation to ‘inherit the kingdom 
prepared for them, and join in tofti- 
est notes of gratulation, the melodi- 
ous song of the chuch triumphant. 
‘1 will greatly rejoice in the Lord, 
my soul shall be joyful in my God, 
for he hath clothed me with the 
garments of salvation, he hath co- 
vered me with the robe of righte- 
ousness.” And now, my dear child, 
what think you of Christ? Does 
not your heart respond to the hea- 
venly choir in celebrating the won- 
ders of reedeeming love ? Does not 
your soul pant to be adorned with 
that resplendent mantle of love, 
which the blessed Jesus bath pro- 
vided for you? Do you not see such 
an honour, a beauty, an excellency, 
in being indebted to him for your 
salvation? Is there not something 


so delightful, so inexpressibly sooth- 
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ing and tender in the idea of being || height of bis glory, into the depths 


the object of his care, attention, and 
love, that even were it possible you 
could be saved by a thousand other 
means you would gladly relinquish, 
reject, nay spurn them all, for the 
glorious privilege of being saved by 
him alone ? Reason, interest, grati-| 
tude, all dictate that such should be| 
your sentiments. When Mordecai 
was to be arrayed in the king’s best 
robe, we do not read that he refused) 
and ungratefully insisted that his! 
own raiment was much better; this, 
he doubtless threw aside with the’ 
greatest alacrity, and thankfully ac- 
cepted the honour conferred on him, 
not only because the attire was 
splendid and beautiful, but as it was 
an evidence of the peculiar favour 
and high estimation in which he 
was held by his sovereign: and 
shall we wretched, blind, despicable | 
worms, dare to be so impiously un- 

grateful, as to think of substituting 
our own mean, polluted, contempti- 
ble performances, for the perfect 

work of salvation, wrought out for, 
us, by the immaculate Son of God. 

O may he, with infinite merey and 

compassion, look down from the 











ol misery, in which those have fal- 


len, who entertain such destructive 
thoughts, and turn them from dark- 
ness (to light, leat they perish with a 
lie in their right hand, And may 
we, dear Ellen. in truth and sinceri- 
ty, count all things but loss and 
dross, that we may win Christ; and 
be found in him. May the Holy 
Spirit fill our hearts with such an 
abiding, a transforming sense of his 
love, a8 may constrain us to live to 
his glory ; may we ‘go forth in the 
strength of the Lord, and make 
mention of his righteousness only,’ 
‘looking for, and hastening unto 
the coming of the day of God,’ when 
the Lord Jesus shall come with all 
his holy angels, and the trump ef 
God shall awaken all who sleep in 
dust, and may we ‘lift up our heads 
with joy, conscious that our redemp- 
tion draweth nigh,’ and unmoved 
by the convulsions of expiring na- 
ture, and the crush of a falling 
world, triumphantly exclaim, ‘ Lo 
this is our God, we have waited for 
him; he is become our salvation, 
So prays your affectionate, 
MAGDALENAY 
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The XXNIX. Articles of Relicioncollated with Texts of Scripture. 
For the basis and plan of the following analysis of the THIRTY-NINE ARTICLES © 


our church, collated with scripture proofs, we are iudebted to a manuscript enelosed to 
us by a valued correspondent. ‘The analysis has been so altered as to reduce the several 
members, in most instances, to single propositions ; and the proofs considerably multiplied. 

A very cursory survey will discover a coincidence in the sentiments—almost in the 
language of this concise digest of our religious faith, with the inspired oracles, which 
almost identifies the one with the other. ‘The comparison of the doctrines asserted iu 
this compend with the declarations of the sacred volume, to which onr minds have been 
jed in making out this analysis, bas greatly confirmed our confidence in those obvious 
principles of interpretation by which they ought to be explained, So strikivgly does 
every doctrinal proposition correspond to the most express language of scriptuce as ‘to 
sender most absurd and indefensible the pretence that the articles were constructed on 
uny point with studied ambiguity—that they admit a latitude of interpretation sufficiently 
great to embrace, on the mostimportant doctrines of salvation, the most discrepant opi- 
nions—that they exbibit the characteristics of any human systenr—and, most of all, do 
we disclaim as a most dangerous and unfounded speculation, the idea that they were in- 
tended, or can be used, without the violation of a good couseience, as a mere badge, agd 
instrument of union. They were, indeed, intended to promote and preserve the union of 
true believers—but only by ascertaining the identity of their faith. If we do sincerely 
flisseat from the doctsiucs comprehended in! these articles, under-tood in their luera 
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and grammatical eense,”’ we so far dissent from the doctrines of the Episcopal Church : 
And, after a faithful examination of the annexed proofs, we venture an appeal to the 
consciences of our readers, whether a denial of any of them does not likewisé involve @ 
denial of some plain and unequivocal passages of the holy scriptures. The truths of 
divine revelation do not derive their authority from the yudgment or acts of the church only. 
These, so far from originating, can hardly increase our obligations to receive them. That 
this summary of our faith, containing the most important doctrines in religion, may be 
segarded not only as the voice of the church, but the echo of the word of God, and 
may produce the proper effect on the life and character of professing christians is devoutly 
€p be wished. 
ART. I. 
There is but one living and true God, everlasting, 
T’here ia one God; and there is none other but he. Mark xii. 32. 
But the Lord is the true God, he ts the living God, and an everlast- 


ing King. Jer. x. 10. 


without body, 
God is a Spirit. John iv. 24. A spirit hath not flesh and bones. 
Luke xxiv. 39%, 


Now unto the King eternal, immortal, and invisible, the only wise 
God our Saviour, be honour and glory, for ever and ever. 1 Tim. i. 17. 
Or passions ; 

For I am the Lord, I change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob are 
not consumed. Mat. iii. 6 Father of lights, with whom there is no 
variableness, neither shadow of turning. Jamesi. 17. God is not a 
man that he should repent. 


of infinite power, | 
With God ali things are possible. Matt. xix. 26. 


wisdom, 
Great is our Lord, and of great power; his understanding is inf- 
nite. Ps. cxlvii. 5. 


and goodness, 

‘The Lord its good to all; and his tender mercies are over all his 
works. Ps. exivii.9. Have mercy upon me, O God, according to thy 
Joving kindness; according unto the multitude of thy tender mercies 
blot out all my transgressions.’ Ps. li. 1. None is good, save one, 
that is God. Luke xviii. 19. 


the Maker, 
i am the Lord that maketh all things ;'that stretcheth forth the 
heavens above; that spreadeth the earth abroad by myself. Isa. iv. 
24. By him were all things created. Col. i. 16. 


and Preserver of all things, both visible and invisible, 

‘Thou, even thou, art Lord alone; thou hast made heaven, the hea- 

ven of heavens with all their host; the earth and all things that are 

therein, the seas, and all that ts therein, and thou preservest them all ; 

and the host of heeven worshippeth them. Neh. ix. 6. By him all 
thines consist. Col. i. 17. 


and in unity of this Godhead, there be three persons, 


VOT RR SER 


+ eee ETE RARER 


eS 





i lt 











1820. The XXXIX Articles of Religion collated with Scriptura, 314 


: of one substance, power and eternity; the Father, 


the Son, and the Holy Ghost. 

Hear, © Israel, the Lord our God ts one Lord. Deut. vi. 4. Go 
ye, therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Matt. xxviii. 19. 
| My Father and | are one. John x. 19. ‘The grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Ghost, 
' be with you all. 2 Cor. xiii, 14. For there are three that bear record 
in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost; and these 
three are one. | John v. 7. Who is God blessed for ever. Rom. ix.. 

5. Who through the eternal Spirit offered himself. Heb. ix. 14, 


ART. 2. 
The Son, which is the word of the Father, begotten 
from everlasting of the Father, the very and eternal 


God, 

In the beginning was the word, and the word was with God, and 
the Word was God. John i. 1.) And the Word was made flesh, and 
dwelt among us, and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only- 
begotten of the Father, fuli of grace and truth. Johni. 14. And thou, 
Bethlehem Epbratah, though thou be little among the thousands of 
Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler 
in Israel ; whose goings forth have been of old, from everlasting. Micah. 
52. Jesus said unto them verily, verily, l say unto you, before Abra- 
ham was, | am. John viii. 58. ‘Thou art my son. Heb. i. 5. When 
he bringeth the first begotten into the world. Heb. i. 6. God sent 
forth his Son male of a woman. Gal. i. 4, 


of one substance with the Father, 
J and my Father are one. John x, 30. 


took man’s nature in the womb of the blessed Virgin, 


of her substance, 

Behold a virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall cal! his 
: name Immanuel. Isa. vii. 14. Now all this was done that it might 
be fulfilled that was spoken of the Lord, by the prophet, saying, 
Behold a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and 
they shall call his name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is God 
with us. Mat. i. 22, 23. But when the fulness of time was come, 
God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law. Gal. 
iv. 4. For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given, and the 
zovernment shall be upon his shoulders; and his shall be ealled 
Wonderful, Counseller, the Mighty God, the everlasting Father, the 
Prince of Peace. Isai. ix. 6. 


so that two whole, and perfect natures, that is to say, 
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the Godhead, and Manhood, were joined together in one 
person, never to be divided, whereof is one Christ, very 
God, and very man, who truly suffered, was crucified, 
dead and buried, 
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not impuling their tresspasses unto them; and hath committed unto us 
the ministry of reconciliation. 2 Cor. v. 19. For in him dwelleth all 
° the fulness of the Godhead, bodily. Col.ii. 9. God was manitest in 
the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of Angels, preached unto the 
Gentiles, believed, on in the World, received up into glory. 1 Tim. 
fii, 16. For the life was mauilested, and we have seen it, and bear 
» witness, and show onto you that eternal life which was with the 
Father, and was manifested unto us. 1 John i. 2. And no man hath 
ascended up to heaven, but he that came down from heaven, cven the 

Son of man which i# in heaven. Joho iii. 13. 


to reconcile his Father to us, 

Surely he hath borne our griefs, &c. Is. xliii, 4—12. And all 
things are of God who hath recouciled us to himself by Jesus 
Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of reconciliation. 2 Cor. vy, 
18. And ‘that he might reconcile both unto God, in one body by the 
cross, having slain the enmity thereby; and came and preached 
peace to you that were far off, and to them that were nigh. For 
through him we both have access by one Spirit unto the Father. 
Eph. ii, 16—-48.. y: 


and to be a sacrifice not only for original guilt, but also 


for actual sins of men. 
And walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us and given him- 
self fon us, an offering and 4 sacrifice to God, for a sweet-smelling sa- 
so wour. Eph. v. 2. Se Christ was once offered to bear the sins of 
many ; and unto them that look for him shall he appear the second 
time without sin, unto salvation. Heb. ix. 28. And if any man sin, 
we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ, the righteous. | 
John ii. 1. For he hath made him to be sin for us who knew no sin ; 
that we might be made the righteousness of God in him. 2 Cor. vy. 21, 





ios ART. 3. 

an P ° ° 

i As Christ died for us, and was buried, 

| | Who died for us. | ‘Thess. v. 10. And that he was buried and-rose 


' 
¢ j again. 1 Cor. xv. 4. 


so also is it to be believed that he went down into Hell. 
He seeing this before, spake of the resurrection of Christ, that his 

soul was not left in hell, neither did his flesh see corruption Acts ii. 

31. ‘Therefore my heart ia glad, and my glory rejoiceth; my flesh 
also shall rest in hope. For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell, nei- 
ther wilt thou suffer thine holy One to see corruption. Ps, xvi. 9, 10: 


ART. 4. 


ted Christ did truly rise again from death 
He is not here; for he has risen as he said. Come see the place 
ti where the Lord lay. Matt. xxviii. 6. Now when Jesus was risen 
aq early the first day of the week, he appeared first to Mary Magdalene, 
. out of whom he had cast seven devils. Mark xvi. 9. This is now 
the third time that Jesus showed himself unto his disciples, after 
that he was risen trom the dead. John xxi. 14v 


To wit that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, 
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and took again his body, with flesh, bones, and all things 
appertaining to the perfection of man’s nature, 
And it came to pass, as he sat at meat with them, that he took 
bread, and blessed i/, and brake, and gave to them. Luke xxiv. 30. 
Then saith he to Thomas, reach hither thy finger and behold my 
hands; and reach hither thy band, and thrust tf into my side; and be 
not faithless, but believing. John xx. 27. Him God raised up the third 
day, and showed him openly. Acts x. 40. ‘They dig eat and drink 
with him alter he was risen. Acts x. 41. 


wherewith he ascended into heaven, 

And it came to pass that while he blessed them he was parted from 
them, and carried up iato heaven. Luke xxiv. 51. And when he had 
spoken these things, while they beheld he was taken up; and a cleud 
received him out of their right. And while they looked steadfastly 
towards heaven, as he went up, behold two men stood by them in 
white apparel, which also said, ye men of Galilee, why stand ye caz- 
ing up into heaven? ‘This same Jesus which is taken from you into 
heaven. Acts i. 0—11. . 


And there sitteth 

So then, after the Lord had spoken to them he was received up into 
heaven, and sat at the right hand of God. Mark xvi. 19. If ye then 
be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above where Christ 
sitteth at the right hand of God. Col. iii. 1. Which he wrought in 
Christ whea he raised him from the dead, and set him at his own 
right hand in the heavenly places. Eph. i. 20. The Lord said unto 
my Lord, sit thou at my right hand until I make thine enemies thy 
foot-stool. Ps. cx. 1. 


until he return to judge all at the last day. 

And he commanded us to preach unto the people, and to testify 
that it is he which was ordained of God to be the judge of the quick 
and dead. Acts x. 42. Because he hath appointed a day in which he 
will judge the world in righteousness, by that man whom he hath or 
dained, mhereof he hath given assurance unto au men, in that he hath 
caised him from the dead. 


ART. 
The Holy Ghost spichatii fait the Father and 
the Son, is of one substance, majesty, and glory with 


the Father and the Son, 

he comforter whom I will send unto you from the Father. Joho 
xy. 26. Nevertheless, I tell you the truth; it is expedient for you that 
I go away: for if I go not away, the comforter will not come unto 
you; but if I depart, 1 will send him unto you. And when he is 
come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of 
judgment. Of sin, because they believe not on me; of righteousness, 
because I go to my Father, and ye see me no more; of judgment, 
because the prince of this world is judged. When he, the Spirit of 
Truth is come, he will guide you into ail trath: for he shall not 
speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak : 





me £ 
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7, tf and he will show you things tocome. He shall glorify me; for he i 
wie. shail receive of mine, and shall show ¢ unto you. John xvi. 7—14, 
Yh Therefore, being by the right hand of God exalted, and having re- 


ceived of the Father the promise of the Holy Ghost, he hath shed 
forth this which ye now see and hear. Acts ii. 33. Searching what 
the Spirit of Christ which was in them did signify. 1 Pet.i.2. ‘lhe 
Lord is that Spirit. 2 Cor. iii. 19. Baptizing them in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Gdost. Matt. xxvii. 19. 
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wery and eternal God. 


But Peter said, Ananias, why hath Satan filled thy heart to lie to 
the Holy Ghost, and to keep back part of the price of the land? 
Why hast thou conceived this thing in thy heart? Thou hast not 


hied unto men, but unto God. Acts v. 3, 4. 


How much more shal] 


the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself to 
God, purge your consciences from dead works to serve the living 


God. Heb. ix. 14. 


ef the Almighty hath given me life. Job. xxxiii, 4. 


The Spirit of God hath made me, and the breath 


Know ye not 


that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in 


you’ 1 Cor. iii. 16. 


[To be continued. } 


MISCELLANEOUS DEPARTMENT. 


@baractcr of John Thornton, Esq. 


We introduce without’ comment, the 
sketch of a character which appears in 
an eminent degree to exemplify the mean- 
mg of our Saviour’s declaration to his 
true disciples, ‘ye are the lights of the 
world.’ We contemplate it with a sa- 
cred pleasure—a pleasure which is both al- 
Yayed and heightened by the reflection that 
ymstances of a display of the same exalted 
principles in an equally conspicuous, and 
extensive field of usefulness, are so unfre- 
quent.—We extract it from Cecil’s life of 
Newton. Phil. Edition of 1809, pp. 107—112. 


It is said of Solomon, that the 
Lord gave him largeness of heart, 
even as the sand on the sea shore; 
such a peculiar disposition for 
whatever was good or benevolent 
was also bestowed on Mr. Thorn- 
ton. He differed as much from rich 
men of ordinary bounty, as they 
do from others that are parsimo- 
nious. Nor was this bounty the 
result of occasional impulse, like a 
summer shower, violent and short ; 
on the contrary, it proceeded like 
a river, pouring its waters through 
various countries, copious and in- 
exhaustible. Nor could those ob- 
structions of imposture and ingrati- 








tude, which have often been advan- _ 


ced as the cause of damming up 
other streams, prevent or retard 
the course of this. The generosi- 
ty of Mr. Thornton, indeed, fre- 
quently met with such hindrances, 
and led him to increasing discrimi- 
nation, but the stream of his boun- 
ty never ceased to hold its course. 
Deep, silent, and overwhelming, it 
still rolled on, nor ended even with 
his life. 

But the fountain from whence 
this beneficence flowed, and by 
which its permanency and direc- 
tion were maintained, must not be 
concealed. Mr. ‘Thornton was a 
Christian. Let ne one, however, 
80 mistake me here. as to suppose 
that | mean nothing more by the 
term Christian, than the state of 


one who, convinced of the truth of 
‘the revelation, gives assent to its 


doctrines—regularly attends its or- 
dinances—and maintains an exter- 
nal, moral, and religious deport- 
ment. Such a one may have & 
name to live while he is dead; he 
may have a form of godliness with- 
out the power of it--he may evca 
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be found denying and ridiculing 
that power—till at length, he can 
only be convinced of his error at 
an infallible * ‘nal; where a 
widow, that ¢’ yuta mite, or a 
publican, th tes on his breast, 


shall be p -d before him. 
Mr. ° auton was a Christian 
inder satis, he was alive to God 


by . spiritual regeneration. With 
‘a8 God he was daily and earn- 
estly transacting that infinitely mo- 
mentous affair, the salyation of 
his own soul; and next to that, the 
salvation of the souls of others.— 
Temperate in all things, though 
mean in nothing, he made provi- 
sion for doing good with his opu- 
lence; cad seemed to be most in 
his c'ement when appropriating a 
considerable part of his large in- 
come to the necessities of others. 
But Mr. Thornton possessed 
that discrimination in his attempts 
to serve his fellow creatures, which 
distinguishes an enlightened mind: 
he habitually contemplated man, as 
one who has not only a body, sub- 
ject to want, affliction, and death, 
but also a spirit, which is immortal, 
and must be happy or miserable for 
ever. He, therefore, felt that the 
noblest exertions of charity are 
those which are directed to the re- 
lief of the noblest part of our spe- 
cies. Accordingly he left no mode 
of exertion untried to relieve map 
under his natural ignorance and 
depravity. ‘To this end, he pur- 
chased advowsons and presentations, 
with a view to place in parishes 
the most enlightened, active, and 
useful ministers. He employed the 
extensive commerce, in which he 
was engaged, as a powerful instru- 
ment for conveying immense quan- 
tities of bibles, prayer books, and 
the most useful publications, to 
every place visited by our trade.— 
He printed, at his own sole ex- 
pense, large editions of the latter 
for that purpose ; and it may safely 
be affirmed that there is scarcely a 
Vol. k,..No. 10, 
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| part of the known world, where 
jsuch books could be introduced, 
! which did not feel the salutary in- 
' fluence of this single individual. 
| Nor was Mr. Thornton limited 
in his views of promoting the inter- 
|, ests of real religion, with what sect 
soever it was connected He stood 
ready to assist a beneficial design 
in every party, but would be the 
creature of none. General good wap 
his object, and wherever or how- 
ever it made ita way, his maxim 
seemed constantly to be, valeut 
| quantum valere potest. 
‘| But the nature and extent of his 
liberality will be greatly miscon- 
ceived, if any one should suppose 
it confined to moral and religious 
objects, though the grandest and 
'most comprehensive exertion of it. 
Mr. Thornton was a philanthropist 
‘on the largest scale—the friend of 
man under all bis wants. His man- 
ner of relieving his féllow-men was 
princely ; instances ight be men- 
tioned of it, were it ‘ a ver to par- 
ticularize, which would surprise 
those who did not know Mr. Thorn 
ton. ‘They were so much out of 
ordinary course and expectation, 
that | know some, who felt it their 
duty to inquire of him, whether the 
ysom they had received waa sent by 
his intention or by mistake ?—'To 
this may be added, that the manner 
of presenting his gifts was as deli- 
cate and concealed, as (the measu 
was large. ite 
Beside this constant course of 
private donations, there was scarce- 
ly a public charity, or occasion of 
relief to the ignorant or necesal- 
tous, which did pot meet with hie 
distinguished support. His only 
question was, “ May the miseries 
of man in any measure be removed 
or alleviated?’ Nor was he mere- 
ly distinguished by stretching out a 
1 liberal hand: his benevolent heart 
was so intent on doing good, that 
he was ever inventing and promot. 
pe plans for its Ciffusion at home 
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or abroad. He that wisely desires 
any end, will aa wisely regard the 
meaus; in this Mr. Thornton was 
perfectly consistent. In order to 
execute his beneficent designs, he 
observed frugality and exactness 
in his personal expenses. By such 
prospective methods, he was able 
to extend the influence of his for- 






























more elevated stations, are slaves 
to expensive habits. Such men 
meanly pace in trammels of the ty- 
rant custom, till it leaves them 
ecarcely enough to preserve their 
conscience, or even their credit, 
much less to employ their talents 
in Mr. ‘Thornton's nobler pursuits. 
He, however. could afford to be 
generous ; and while he was gener- 
ous, did not forget his duty in being | 
just. He made ample provisions | 
for his children, and though, while 
they are living, it would be indeli- 
cate to say mere, I am sure of speak- | 
ing truth, when I say, they are so. 
far from thi ‘king themselves im. | 
poverished by the bounty of their 
father, that they contemplate with 
the highest satisfaction the fruit of 
those benefits, to society, which he 
planted—which it may be trusted, 
will extend with time itself—and 
which, after his example, they still 
labour to extend. 

But with all the piety and liber- 
ality of this honoured character, no 
man had deeper views of his own 
unworthiness before his God—to 
the Redeemer’s works alone he 
leoked for acceptance of his person 
and services: he felt that all he 
did, or could do, was infinitely short 
of that which had been done for) 
him, and of the obligations that 
were thereby laid upon him. It 
was this abasedness of heart to- 
wards God, combined ‘with the 
most singular largeness of heart to- 
wards his fellow-creatures, which 
distinguished John Thornton among 
men. 








tune far beyond those who, in still. 


to the Editor MAY 


Lector to the Fdiére 


Mevers. Fditors. 

It cannot be necessary for yout 
infurmation, to state that the unhap- 
py prejudice (if it be indeed a preju- 
dice.) is but too prevalent, among 


‘even the pious, of other denomina- 


tions, that Episcopalians in this 


country, while they content them- 


selves with a slight and general at- 
tention to the doctrinal, and ex- 
perimental parts of religion, indulge 
in an excessive and doting attach- 
ment to the constitution, ceremo- 
nies, and liturgy of their church :-— 
that they regard the extension of 
its visible limits, if not a paramount 
object, yet, of equal importance, 


with the establishment of the invisi- 





ble empire of grace in the hearts 
of men :—And that a_ majority, 
even of our clergy, conceive the 
first step in the most effectual way 
to promote the salvation of men, to 
be, the introduction of them into 
the sacred pale of our communion. 

The concise account of the reli- 
gious faith of the conductors of 
your journal, given in the first num- 
ber, | know was read by many oi 
our dissenting brethren with aston- 
ishment, and not without surprise 
by some of my Episcopatian friends 
—that churchmen—and churchmen, 
known to be such from principles 
rather than education, should have 
omitted so favourable an occasion 
to declare their decided attachment 
to the peculiarities of their com- 
munion. 

Having received my early edu- 
cation, and first religious impres- 
sions among a different denomina- 
tion of Christians, it is not impos- 
sible that I may have _ retained, 
since my connexion with the Epis- 
copal church, some views on the 
discriminating points of ecclesias. 
tical order, and worship, the ortho- 
doxy of which my brethren might 
be disposed to question. : 

Be that as it may, I found no dif 
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ficulty in accounting for, and had 
no hesitation in approving, the 
course at first entered upon, and 
subsequently pursued in the man 
agement of the Repertery, in rela 
tion to the distinguishing features of 
churchinanship. 

As Protestants, we admit the 
distinction between the visible, and 
invisible church: and as christians, 
We profess to make all our exertions || 
to promote the first, strictly subser- 
vient to the advancement of the 
last. ‘The same, we con-ider to be 
the end of every visilde chri-tian 
institution. When, therefore, the 
cause Of ‘righteousness, and peace, 
and joy in the Holy Ghost’ is for. 
warded in the world, the great ob- 
ject of Christianity is secured. It 
is moreover undeniable that when 
true religion is thus promoted, in 
@ congregation or a community, the 
strength of the visible chureh is 
there increased, and its limits ex- 
tended, proportiouably. But, on 
the other hand, how possible is it, 
in endeavouring, and actually seem. 
me to strengthen and enlarge the 
visible edifice, tu do little, or nothing 


to we Ediuys. SIT 


Those who are not the subjects ol 
(this divine work of grace, cannot 
‘be encouraged or permitted with- 
‘out equal temerity and folly, on 
their part, and our own, to approach 
‘our holy attars. They can neither 
strengthen, nor adorn our Zion. 

As respects those whose minds 
have been spiritually enlightened, 
land renewed, by the instrumen- 
tality of our ministry, experience 
and the nature of the case ought 
to satisfy us that there is no rea- 
‘gon fo fear, that they will refuse to 
join, oc secede trom our commu 
‘nion, where the doctrines of the 
cross are held and taught in their 
simplicity. 

It will not be difficult for such 
of your readers as view the subject 
of this paper in the light that 1 do, 
to account for the apparent differ 

ence in the tendency of most of the 
| artic les introduced into the Reper- 
‘tory, and of a large proportion of 
‘those selected for some of the other 
Episcopal Journals of this country. 
But believing that a few editorial 
remarks explanatory of the senti- 
ments of the conductors of the Re- 








to edify the body of Christ. ¥ pertory, on these points, would be 


These views, as Protestants, we ' 
lyour readers, and knowing ° that 


all entertain, doubtless, in theory. 
And { am happy in the persuasion | 


fluence, in giving to the Repertory 
the character which it has hith- 
erto supported, I trust, with consi- | 
derable advantage, to the cause of | 
Christ, amongst us. Still, as we. 
profess to be churchmen from pre- | 
ference aud conviction, we cannot, 

with christian charity and consist- | 
ency, be indifferent to the exten | 
sion of our own communion. Yet, | 
to effect this object, unless we 
would call in to its aid, a formal, 
worship, and empty professions of , 
piety, | see no course for its min- | 
isters and friends to pursue, but | 
to labour first, and princially, to) 
bring about the spiritual regenera- | 
tion, and sanctification of men.--! 


— 


useful to several descriptions of 


they would be gratifying to all, I 
take the liberty to desire that they 
may be given in an early number 
of the work. If any of the thoughts 
contained in this paper can be made 
in any way subservient to the de- 
sign of your ‘abours, you will ase 
it at discretion. 

Lecron. 





In yielding to the request of our 
correspondent “ Lector,” we are in- 
fluenced more by a sense of daly 
than inclination. Not that we aie 
unwilling or ashamed to avew our 
attachment to the constitution and 
doctrine of the Episcopal church, 
aud, in moderntion and with due 
reapect for the opinions of others, 
to maintain them ; but from a wish 
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to avoid even the appearance of ‘is acquainted with the transforming 
bigotry, and that sectarian spirit} efficacy of divine grace in his own 


which is blind to the merits of', 
chose who differ from us. ‘True, it 
would be highly gratifying could. 
our dissenting brethren see the ex- 
cellency of our system in the same 
light with ourselves, and from con- 
viciion be induced to unite with us 
io maintaining the unity of the: 


church in the bond of peace, witb-. 


out seam or rent, and in mutually 
striving together for perfecting the 
body of Christ in the knowledge 
and grace of salvation. 

But this not being the case, and 
having no desire, even if we had} 
the power, to compel them, con- 
trary to their reason and their sense 
of duty to abandon their ecclesias- 
tical establishments and embrace 
the church to which we belong, we 
would commit them and ourselves 
and the common cause in which we 
are engaged into the hands of the | 
great Head of the church. 

It is no doubt a source of deep 
regret to christians of every de- 
nomination, that the visible church 
should be divided, as it is, into nu- 
merous sects. And while we 
mourn over this unhappy state of 
things we would fain inculcate on 
every one, as far asin his power, 
the imperious duty of healing these 
divisions ; and, for the accomplish- 
ment of this desirable object, we 
would urge the exercise of christian 
charity, as the most effectual means 
of doing it. The propriety of earn- 
estly contending for the faith and 
hope of the gospel, cannot be ques- 
tioned. This we are commanded 
to do. But for those things not 
deemed essential to salvation it is 
worse than useless to excite into 
collision those angry passions of 
our fallen nature, which so power- 
fully tend to the extinguishment of 
grace ip the heart. 

‘I'he great and paramount object 
of every christian, especially of 
every minister of the gospel, who 


heart, will be the prosperity of the 
church of God. To this end he 
will direct all his efforts. The 
love of Christ will constrain him to 
| active diligence in building up that 
| glorious kingdom of the Redeemer, 
, in which mercy is dispensed to the 
perishing, rest to the weary, hope 
to the believing, encouragement to 
\the desponding, strength to the 
/ weak, comfort to the afflicted. and 
triumph in the hour of death, to 
the faithtul follower of the lamb of 
(od. 

In the discharge of this duty, 
while he is not unmindful of the 
‘importance of preserving and main- 
taining the external order of this 
kingdom of grace, his principal aim 
will be, to call into it, those that 
|are lost, and out of the way, and in- 
‘crease the nuinber of its spiritual 
members. He will bear in mind, 
that in respect to the final salvation 
of man neither ‘ circumcision nor 
|Uncircumcision availeth any thing, 
‘but a new creature.” And to be 
an instrument in the hand of God 
of bringing one sinner to the know- 
ledge of the truth as it is in Jesus, is 
far more honourable than to prose- 
‘lyte a whole nation. Under the in- 
fluence of these sentiments we have 
endeavoured hitherto to conduct 
our journal. 

And we hope and trust that the 
same Catholic spirit towards all 
denominations of christians who 
love our Lord Jesus Christ in sin- 
cerity, and maintain the protestant 
faith, will continue to govern us in 
our future labours. 

Nor can we believe that while we 
cherish these sentiments and culti- 
vate a friendly disposition towards 
those who differ from us, we shall 
be charged with a spirit hostile to 
the charity of the gospel, when we 
express our decided preference and 

attachment to the order, government, 
and mode of worship, of the Eprs- 
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_copal church. 
suaded that when sectarian zeal 1s | 
warm, When from each is heard, |, 
‘the temple of the Lord, the tem- | 
ple of the Lord, the temple of the} 
Lord are these’ no little difficulty; 
will necessarily attend all human! 
efforts to preserve that moderation | 
and pursue that liberal course which | 
the gospel inculcates. 

The bible which contains the un- 
erring word of God and the com- 
mon rule of faith of all those who 
acknowledge its exclusive authority 
to govern and direct the human § 
family in the way to Heaven, is 
the standard around which it is the 
duty of all christians to rally, and, 
with one united and mighty effort, 
tosend it to every human being 
that inhabits the earth. 

But in the foundation of the 
christian church, in all its details 
whether it be by the parity of the 
ministry, or in the three orders of! 
bishop, priest, and deacon; and in} 
respect to the mode of worship, | 
whether by extemporary effusions 
or by forms of prayerin a liturgy, | 
different opinions have existed and | 

: 







—_— 


still continue to exist. 

For ourselves, alter a candid ex- 
amination of the subject, we cannot 
hesitate in declaring our convic- 
tions in favour of the Episcopal 
form, both in its ministry and mode 
of worship. In our humble opin- 
ion its ministeria! claims to apos- 


We are well per: } 





tolical authority and primitive prac- 
tice, are much greater than those 
of any other denomination of chris- 
tians. 

And, independent of this high au- 
thority, even upon principles of 
human policy, we think it best cal- 
culated to accomplish the end for 
which it is designed. 

But we are unwilling to arrogate, 
however equal our claims may be, 





with those of the Roman Pontiff, the 





high authority of infallibility, and af- 


ter putting on the triple crown, utter |, 


Reply of the Editors w Lector’s Communication. 34g 


denunciations against all those who 
presume to exercise the unalienable 
right of judging for themselves. 

It is our desire to tive in peace 
and brotherly love with all denomi- 
nations who embrace the Saviour 
by faith, and walkin newness of 
lite. And in so far as opportunity 
is alforded us, we shall continue to 
inaintain these sentiments and cher- 
ish these dispositions. 

With respect to the forms of de- 
votion, we could offer many reasone, 
did our limits and the oceasion per- 
init, Which to us appear sufficiently 
satisfactory in favour of the use of 
a liturgy in public worship, 

The tollowing for the present 
must suffice : 

1. Its establishment by Divine 
authority in the Jewish chureh. 

2. ‘The practice of our Saviour 
while upon earth, in his attendance 
upon public worship in the syna- 
gogue, and his prescription of a form 
for his disciples. 

3. The practice which obtained 
in the early ages of the church, and 
the approbation of a litargy by those 
who have shone as buroing and 
shining lights in the world. 

4, ‘hat extemporary pray érs are, 
fo the congregation, as much a form 
as when previously written. 

5. That it is eminently calenlat- 
ed to preserve to the church the or- 
thodox faith. 

6. The history of the dissenting 
churches in London, Geneva, and 
boston ; resulting in their apostacy 
from ‘ the faith once delivered to the 
saints.” 

With this short explanation of 
our views and feelings we cherish 
the hope that the liberal plan we 
have adopted in the publication of 
the Repertory, will secure to us 
not only the approbation of the en- 
lightened and unprejudiced portion 
of our own, bul likewise of every 


other denomination of Christians. 
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32u iyoucp of Dr. Scott's 66 Force of Tewth2’ MAY, 
REVIEW. 


The Force or Tarutu, an au- || his pen, he has published a course of 
— ear ai iy Fetes an ge — a com- 
coTt, Rector oa ston Sanford | prehensive of divinity—seve. 
Bucks, Eng first published in1779—| ral volumes of all digested Dis- 
the last edition as revised and cor- | courses on select subjects—together 
rected by the author, in 1798. Piula- | with pumerous polemic, and other 
delphua edition of Scott’s Theological | preces, of a more appropriate charac- 
Warks, 1810, vol. I. ler, and a variety of occastonal Dis- 
A j courses. Several of the last enume- 
| rated of his works have not yet re- 
ten sentiments of no — ‘ceived an American impression. 
character, we enter upon the) [ny eutering upon a review of thie 
celdatsiiae of this brief but to | garrative, ih ‘auseilially acknow- 
us, and to all serivus inquirers in- | jedge that diffidence and solicitude 
~ oe to ol so gen aud! are our prevalent feel'ngs; and they 
e eticacy Ol he gos cl, deeply in ure feelings which we covet not the 
teresting oarrauive. It dorms the | hardihood to repress. In this awful 
_ in fei = pe nenpe period, when the moat ic and | 
le same Reverend Author, still liv- | ruinous delusions are cherished as 
big. which deservedly rank among | the result of superior illumination— 
the most pious, able, and useful, | when error has learned to employ ia 
with which the church of God has | the defence and propagation of it- 





1 
| 


: 


= a Sf 


ot a 


+ ee ee 
ae nag 





— ee 





A 
Lhy Ser 
ot ae ae 










eee 


been favoured since the period ot 
inspiration. In this conntry, the 
works of 00 European theological 
writer, equally voluminous, have, in 
the same uumber of years been. 
through ball the sumber of editions 
—been circulated half so extensive- 
Ty—been read with half the interest, | 
by the truly pious of all denomina- | 
tions-—or exerted an influence, so 
obvious, 80 salatary, and so general 
as those of Dr. Scott. ‘The increas- | 
ing unanimity of the true followers! 
of the Lamb—their growing intelli- | 
gence in regard to the doctrines and | 
duties of Christianity —their estab- | 
lishment in the truth—and the grow- | 
ing truitfulness of their lives in the | 
‘Jabours of faith and love’—are | 
some of the propitious results, which | 
we hesitate not to attribute, in part, | 
to the special blessing of God on the | 
biblical writings of this author. } 

Besides his voluminous body of | 


self, the most specious sophistries, 
‘and the most imposing arts of decep- 
tion—when the grand stratagem of 
the Prince of Darkness appears to 
be, by drawing and retainting the 


| world within the visible pate of the 


‘church; and by gradually seducing 
the church from its peculiar doc- 
trines and spirit; to confound the 
one with the other, and plunge both 
into the same abyss of corruption, 
and perdition—in this perilous pe- 
riod, when the powerful office of the 
third Person in the Sacred ‘Trinity, 
is virtually explained away, by a 
host, whose eharacter, and whose 
vows oblige them to stand as the 
enlightened and intrepid advocates of 
his high prerogatives—in this awful 
stage of the great conflict between 
light and darkness, when the ap- 
pearance of neutrality and indeci- 
sion can be maintained but little 
longer; and the adherents of each 





Notes, and Practical Observations on 

the inspired volume, which form the 
most important, best known, and | 
most useful, of all the productions of} 


are distinctly declaring themselves, 
and pressipg in two great divisions 
around their respective standards— 
we confess that we approach with 





= — 
Sa Gi i al 








P8220. 


diffidence, and solicitude to the con- 
sideration of a work so deeply in 
volving the momentous points on 
which the great controversy turns. 
But we are diffident, not of the 
soundaess of the cause of which we 
are the privileged advocates—bul 
of ourselves: nor does our solici- 
tude arise from any apprehensions 
as to its final triumph, but as to the 
gerviency of our owag labours to the 
promotion of it. 

There are other considerations 


connected with the proposed inves- | 
| tion of this work, having our opinion 


tigation, to the delicacy of which 
we cannot be wholly insensible. 
The scope and design of the narra- 
tive will necessarily give to many 
of our remarks, a character of per- 
sonalily, which mere purity of inten- 
tion can ill qualify us to employ 
in the furtherance of the great in- 
terests of truth. 
our scrutiny, moreover, are the chris- 
tian character, and religious senti- 
ments of a living Author, who had 
commenced a course of distinguish- 


ed usefulness in the church before | 


either of us, or the greater pro- 
portion of oar readers lived to be 
presented by parental piety, at 
her altars. The writings of Dr. 
Scott have likewise been long be- 
fore the public —much longer, indeed, 
than was requisite, from the promi- 
nency of their characteristic fea- 
tures, to have produced in the minds 
of the reflecting part of their read- 
ers, a strong sentiment of approba- 
tion, or offence. Nothing but a con- 
viction of their importance would 
prevail upon ue at this period to 
undertake the review of them; and 
none, we are persuaded, who are ac- 
quainted with their charaoter, what- 
ever may be thought of their merits, 
will question the sufficiency of this 
motive. 

Where unreasonable and injurious 
prejudices agaiust the writer and 
his works are indulged, it has long 
been our sincere, and we hope be- 
nevolent wish to see them obviated. 


1 to form, is not pretended; 


The objects of 
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»We are not, however, chiefly anx- 
ious to rescue the fame, or spare the 
leelings of the venerable author 
himseif from the effects of detrac- 
ition: for unreasonable prejudices 
‘against the author or his works can 
hardly prove injurious to an indivi- 
dual, whose circumstances, princi- 
ples, and glorious prospects have 
nearly placed him beyond the reach 
of injury—but te the cause of the 
Redeemer, and to the best interests 
‘of those who entertain them. 

That we proceed to the examina- 


respecting ita character, and merits, 
or the character of ita author, yet 
and that 
our sentiments of both, are decidly 
those of approbation, and esteem, we 
avow with the greatest pleasure, and 
with humble gratitude to the ‘ Father 
of lights.” While we desire to call 
no man master, we account it no un- 
enviable privilege, to be able, from 
an enlightened and deliberate cor- 
viction of truth and duty, cordialiy’ 
to approve and venerate the rel> 
gious character of a John Newton, 
a Cowper, 4 Buchanan, a Thornton, 
a Wilbertorce, a Cecil, and a Scott— 
to cultivate with them through the 
‘medium of their wrilings and the 
‘records of their labours, a kind of 
persona! intercourse—and to dwell 
on the delightful hope of joining, 
,eventually, the blessed assembly 
where they and all congenial souls 
will perfect this exalted intercourse 
in far more favourable cireumetan- 
ces, We profess to sympathize in 
their warmest sentiments of affec- 
tion and esteem for these worthies, 
with the thousands of our brethrea 
in both hemispheres, who through 
the grace of the Redeemer, owe tg 
}their example and labours, their 
precious hope of salvation, and a 
jlarge portion of that light which is 
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conducting them to the attainment 
of it. Our own obligations to them 
all, and to the author of this narra~ 
tive particutariy, are felt to be abun: 
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dantly sufficient, if gratitude were a | 

perverting principle, for ever to dis- | 
qualify us impartially to delineate | 
their characters, or review their la- | 

Bours. 

Every successive era of increas- 
ed light and purity in the church, 
has, from the beginning, been signal- 
ized by the distinguished exertions 
of instruments previously fitted in. 
the providence of God, for the ex- 


igencies of the periods in which they | 


respectively lived Many will! 


*s * Force of Truth.? 


| plies in all its essential points, with 
lequal justness, to every person who 
chooses to offer himself as a candi- 
date for the holy communion, and 
the sacred office of the ministry, 
without a spiritual acquaintance 
| with the divine law, hie own heart, 
‘and the way of salvation. If such 
anhappy persons, in describing whiie 
the delusion continues, their own 
views and character, employs, as they 
will, a softened, and very different 
|language, it should be recollected 





choose not to comprehend the remark | that Dr. Scott wrote this account of 


when we say, that in the church of | 


‘himself, after diviue grace had en- 


of England such an era has been lightened his eyes to perceive in a 


distinctly marked by the extraordi- 
nary piety, zeal. and usefulness of | 
the distinguished individuals above | 
named, and their immediate coad- | 
jutors, and successors. 

Dr. Scott’s narrative, the authen- 
ticity of which is unquestionable, is 
a circumstantial account of the 
course pursued, and the means em- 
ployed by the Divine Spirit, for his 
delivery from the dominion of sin. 
and the most ruinous delusions, and 
preparation for the holy work of the 
christian ministry ; to which he has 
ever since been faithfully devoted. 


just light, and prepared his heart to 
feel with proper sensibility, the aw. 
| ful criminality, and perilous nature 
‘of his former waywardness, and ig- 
‘norance. 


‘ness of sin, that had the very des- 
cription of his character and state 
at this time, which he afterwards 
himself produced, been drawn up and 
' presented by any other hand, it does 
‘not appear that he would have ad- 
‘mitted or recognised the likeness. 
|We meet with nothing in the narra- 
tive to forbid the opinion, that as 





it is suited perhaps beyond any 
other Uninspired work of a similar 


‘perilous, and sinful as was Mr. Scott’s 


|| presuinptuousand impenitent course, 


MAY, 


| Such is the exceeding deceitful-. 


design, extant, to illustrate the per- | it was—not materially more criminal 
verse and deceptive nature, and ac- || its nature—was not in its tendency, 
tual cause of religious error—the || more detrimental to the salvation of 


true meaning of the divine promises 
which relate to the gift and influen- 
ces of the Holy Spirit—and the 
richness and the sovereignty of the 
grace bestowed in the conversion of 
sinners. 

In analyzing the work, wherever 
the author’s concise and descriptive 
language can be introduced without 
sivelling the article beyond its pro- 
per limits, we shall permit him to be 

is own narrator. 

In the description given of his 
state in the early part of his life, we 
recognize a character, which, how- 
ever calculated to awaken the most 
repulsive and painful emotions, ap- 








about the same time: 


| others, and would not, in its termina- 


tion, have proved more fatal to his 
own, than that of every public min- 
ister of religion whose mind is desti- 
tute of the sanctifying light oi the 
Holy Spirit. 

The history and issue of Mr. 
Scott’s earliest religious impres- 
sions, may be learned from the fol- 
jowines concise statement. 

** About my sixteenth year I began to see 
that I was a sinner. I was, for the, fitst 


time, disquieted with apprehensions of the 
wrath of an offended God. My atten- 





dance at the Lord’s table was expected 
and, although I was 
very ignorant of the meaning and end of 
that gacred, ordinance yet ths circum+ 
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triuves of Revelation are adapted 

through the energy of the divine 

Spirit, to purify the heart, and regu- 
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stance, uniting with the accusations of my 
conscience, brought an awe upon my spir- 
its, and interrupted my betore undisturb- 
ed couvse of sin. 

**Being, however, an utter stranger to 
the depravity and helplessness of fallen 
nature, I had no doubtthat | could amend 
my life whenever I plessed. Previously | 


therefore to communicating, I set about an ‘faith or its opposite, and the prac 
“4 . Ds -%* = 


unwilling reformation; and, procuring a 
form of prayer, [ attempted to pay my se- 
cret addresses to the Majesty of heaven. | 
Maving in this manner silenced my con- | 
sciecce, 1 partook of the ordinance : 


my devotions, such as they were, flor 
short time: but they were a weariness aud 
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late the practice ; and that the na- 
tural tendency of the disbelief of 
‘truth, and the reception of error, ia 
to the opposite effeet—to harden 
and corrupt the heart, and render 


‘the practice disorderly, and licen- 


tious. This connexion between 
tice, is in some instances direct and 
obvious. 

There are some errors, which 


(} from their very nature, tend to re- 
bel my résolutions also, and continued ‘lease the h 


eart from the power of 


| the conscience; and to perpetuate 


a task to me, and, temptations soon, re- \a state of fearless inpenitency : 


turning, I relapsed; so that my prayer- 
book was: thrown aside, and no piore} 
thought of Ull my conscience was again) 
alarmed by the next Warnlig given tor the 
celebration of the Lord’s Supper. Then) 
the same greund was gone over agin, and | 
with the same issue. 

“ With little variation this was my course | 
of life for nine years: but tn that time I 
had such experience of my own weakness, 
and the superior force of temptation, that | 
1 sceretly concluded reformation in my | 
case to be impracticable. I was experi- 
mentally convinced that I was utterly 
unable, with the feeble barrier of resolu- 
tions and endeavours, to stem the tor- 
rent of impetuous inclinations, and being 
ignorant that God had reserved this to him- 
self as bis own work, and had engaged to 
do it tor the poor sinner who, feeling his 
own insufficiency, is heartily desirous to 
have itdone by him, I stifled my convic- 
tions as well as I could, and put off my 
repentance to a more convenient scason. 

** For a long time I entertained no doubt 
that impenitent sinners would be misera- 
ble for ever in hell; and at some cere 
such amazing reflections apon this awful) 
subject forced themselves into my miud, 
that 1 was overpowered by them, and my 
fears became intolerable. At such times 
my extemporary cries for mercy were so 
earnest and persevering, that I was 
scarcely able to give over; though at 
others I lived without prayer of any sort! 
Yet in my darkest hours, though my con- 
science was awakened to discover more 
and more sinfulness in my whole behav- 
tour, there remained a_ hope that I should 
one day repent and turn unto God,” 


It is undeniable that all the doce- 


others, which effectually exclude 
irom view the influence of the me- 
diation, and death of Christ, in onr 


|salvation, and water and invigorate 


the seeds of pride, by giving an 
imaginary dignity to human actions, 
ora fancied elevation and expan- 
sion to the human understanding. 
Olten are those, who by their im- 
penitent lives, presumptuously de- 
bar themselves from all covenant 
claim to the protection and mercy 
of God, long preserved, notwith- 
standing their provocations, from 
the firm belief of these and similar 
delusions. But when, after a sedu- 
lous, and wilful extinction of their 
own fight, they are left to precipi- 





jtate themselves, from grade to 


grade, into these infidel depths, 
God, by a most severe, but rights. 
eous act of justice, often abandons 
them wholly to the errors of their 
choice; and they fail ensnared, to rise 
and see the light of truth no more. 
The errors adverted to, are all 
directly hostile to salvation, and 
cdnsequently of a kindred charac- 
ter. Since an early period of the 
christian church they have been 
variously combined into plausible 
systems, known by different names 
—have been received by multitudes 
—and opposed their united influ- 
ence to the reception and progress 





of the gospel. ‘Their true charac- 

ier, Origin, and tendency, can hard- 

ly be better illustrated than in Dr. 
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Scott's account of the next stage 
in the progress of his own experi- 
ence. = 


* At this period, though I was the slave of 
sin, yet, my conscience, net being paci- 
fied, and sy principles not greatly cor- 
rupted, there seemed some hope concern- 
ing me; but at length Satan took a very 
effectual method of silencing my convic- 
tions, that I might sleep secerely in my 
sins: and justly was I given over te a 
strong delusion to believe a lie, when I 
held the truth that I did know in unright- 
cousness. | met with & Socuwwan com- 
ment on the Scriptures, and greedily drank 
the poison, because it quieted my tears 
and tattered my abominable pride. The 
whole system, coincided exactly with my 
inclinatiogs and the state of my mind.— 
In reading this exposition, sin seemed 
to lose its native ugliness, and ta appea: 
a very small and tolerable evil; man’s im- 
perfect obedience seemed to shine with an 
excellency almost divine; and God ap- 
peared so entirely and necessarily merci- 
ful, that he could not make any of his 
creatures 
his natural 
fluenced my 
was enabled to consider myself, notwith- 
Standing a few little blemishes, as 
the whole a very worthy being. At the 
same time, the mysteries of the gospel 
being explained away, or brought down to 
the level of man’s comprehension, by such 
proud and corrupt, though specious, rea- 
sonings; by acceding to these sentiments, 
I was in my own opinion, in point of un- 
derstanding avd discernment, exalted to 
a superiority above the generality of man- 
kind; and I pleased myself in looking 
down with contempt upon such as were 
weak enough to believe the orthodox dec- 
trines. Thus I generally soothed my con- 
science: and if at any time I was un- 
easy at the apprehension that I did not 
thoroughly deserve, eternal happiness, and 
was not entirely fit for heaven; the same 
bookafiorded me,a soft pillow on which to 
lull myself to sleep: itargued, and I then 
thought proved, that there were no eternal 
torments; and it insinwated that there 
were no torments except for notorious 
sinners, and that such as sheuld just fall 
short of heaven would sink into their ori- 
ginal nothing. With this welcome scheme 
[ silenced all my fears, and told my ac- 


propensity. These things in- 


inind so 


upon 


cusing conscience, that if it fell short of 


heaven [ should be annihilated, and never 
be sensible of my loss. 

*“In this awful state of mind I attempt- 
Mi te obtain admission inte Holy Orders ! 
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wuiserable without contradicting 


powertully, that 1) 


& Porce of Truth.’ MAY, 


| Wrapt op in the proud notion of the dige 
nity of human nature, T had lost sight of 
the evil of sin, and thought little of my 
own sinfulness: I was filled with a self- 
important opinion of ny Own worth, and 
the depth of my understanding; andl had 
adopted a system of religion accommodated 
to that foolish pride; having almost whelly 
discarded mysteries froin my creed, and 
regarding with sovereign contempt those 
who believe them. As far as I understood 
such controversies, ] Was nearly a Socini- 
an and Pelagian, and wholly an Armiou- 
an: yet, to my shame be it spoken, I 
sought to obtain adimission into the mime 
istry, in a church whose doctrines are di- 
ametrically opposed to afl the three ; with 
out once concerning myself about those 
| barriers which the wisdom of our forefath- 

ers have placed around her, purposely to 

prevent the intrusion of such dangerous 
| heretics, as I then was. 

*' Thus, with a heart full of pride and 
wickedness; my life polluted with many 
unrepented, unforsaken sins { without oue 
cry for mercy, one prayer for direction or 
assistance, or a blessing upon what I was 
about to do; after having concealed my 
real sentiments under the mask of general 
expressions ; after having subscribed ar- 
ticles directly coulrary to what I believed; 
and after having blasphemously declared, 
ja the presence of God and of the congre- 
gation, in the most solemn manner, seal- 
ing it with the Lord’s supper, that | jadg- 
ed inyselt to be ‘inwardly moved by the 
Holy Ghost to take that office upon me,’ 
(not knowing or believing that there was 
a Holy Ghost;) on September the 20th 
1772, I was ordained a deacon.” 





| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


The two last paragraphs contain 
a coniession of conduct which the 
jauthor ‘was fully aware could be 
only censured by all his readers as 
the awful climax of human temerity, 
dishonesty, and impiety. In_ the 
succeeding pages of this part of 
the narration, which we have not 
room to copy, he humbly deplores 
his wickedness in a strain of the 
most affecting contrition. The 
recollection of it seems to have pro- 
duced in his own mind, a stronger 
sensalion of disapprobation and ab- 
horrence, than the relation has 
power to awaken in the minds of 
his readers, 

The sinfulness of the act consisf- 
ed principally in his entire want of 
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4820, Rewew of Dr. Scoa’s 
the essential spiritual qualifications 
not only of a minister, but of a fol- 
lower of Christ ; and was greatly ag- 


gravated by his disbeliel of the de- | 
clared articles of a church, to the | 


service of which, with the most se- 
rious professions of attachment, he 
thus united himself. 

ln relation to the requisite spirit- 
ual qualifications, it was certainly 


true in Mr. Seott’s case, that he | 


Was apprehensive ol no radical del- 
Cieney in himself. He had adopted 
&@ theory which narrowed and de- 

raded these almost tu ibe measure 
of his own endowments, and un- 
sanctified teelings. ‘he higher and 
More soiemn demands urgea by the 
standerds of the church were post- 
poned éo bis own opinion of the 
proper ministerial qualifications. He 
Was actuated. by secular interest, 
and by pride. 
operated, it made him regardless of 


qualifications, except as they -ad- | 


vanced some inferior end: the last’ 
would preclude the possibility of a) 
candid examination of those of a! 
spiritual maiure, which he believed | 
himself to possess. ‘I'he example of} 
others who appeared to invade the 
sacred office with no higher views | 
or better qualifications, must hke-' 
wise have conspired with the sug- | 
gestions of temptation, to overwhelin 
the remoustrances of conscience, 
and urge bim to the presumptuous 
deed. Every candidate of similar 
character, we believe, may discover, 
by an honest examination of his 
true motives, (to which, however, 
such will hardly be brought) that 
his heart has been beguiled, and 
his judgment respecting himself 
perverted, by similar causes. 

Dr. Scott bitterly deplores, his 
dishonesty in subscribing articles ol 
faith which he did not believe. It 
is to be hoped that few have the 
hardihood to enter the ministry of 
our church, whose seuytiments so 
widely vary from its standards as 
bis. Wut it is a well known fact, 





As far as the first | 


© Force of Truth.” 325 


that many who are far from willing 
to admit all the doctrines expressly 
declared in the articles, have ven- 
tured to subseribe them, and assum- 
ed in consequence, the sacred off- 
ces of the church. 

It will be seen in Mr. Scott's case, 
} that the perverseness of his religious 
uotions, and his dissent from our 
4 standards, was owing to the bad 
state of bis heart. When the vrace 
of God had sutficiently humbled, and 
purified that, his reasons lor dissent 
were no more. Lndeed, if we admit 
the articles of the church to be 
scriptural, and error to be more con- 
yenial to an unsanctified mind than 
the truth; it is an unavoidabie infe- 
rence that their apparent inconsis- 
tencies and absurdities may be ow- 
ing altogether, to a wrong state of 
religious feeling. On the other 
hand, without making the sentiments 
which a candidate may entertain, ia 
‘relation to any standard of ortho- 
doxy, a decisive test of his spiritual 
state, it must be admitted that the 
religious faith can hardly be sound, 
where the heart is radically wrong. 
‘this remark is not intended to en- 
courage any one, from a confideace 
of his own orthoxd;, rashly to con- 
clude on broad autimonian princi- 
ples, that the state of his soul is 
sale; but to enlorce our most earnest 
recommendation to every church- 
man, especially our youpger clerical 
prethren, and candidates for the mi- 
nistry, who find a difficulty in admit- 
ting the obvious sense of the arti- 
cle of ‘the chureh, to search for the 
cause olf it, with honest fidelity, ia 
the state of their own hearts. We 
cheertully admit, that on some reli- 
gious topics, there may exist an ho 
nest diversity of upinion, among real 
believers: but we cannot place those 
doctrines which our church insists 
upon as “articles of faith” in tbe 
number. dixclude, or aller any one 
of these articles, and you materially 
change the aspect of the whole ays- 
tem. 
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Good men may, indeed, be unaiiie 
—cerlainly for a season—to ado, t 
the definitions of the Ubri-tian faith, 
given in the XX XIX articles. What) 
we insist upon is, that no one ought | 
to subscribe to these articles, and en 
gage in the sacred work of the mi- 
nistry in the Episcopal church, who} 
does not cordially and fully adojst 
them, according to their literal and 
obvious meaning. ‘The reasons al- 
Jeged in justiiication or apology for | 
a@ coutrary course, are, to us, utterly 
unsatisfactory; and the conduct, it- 
sell, a dangerous trifling with con- 
science, and the most sacred of a!l 
obligations. 

That the act of subscription is 
only acustomary formality, by which 
the clergy signily the general agree- 
ment ol their ecclesiastical views. 
and stipulate a friendly co-operation 
with each other, is a mere arbitiary 
supposition, which has nothing anal- 
agous, to render it even a plausible 
one, in any of the known usages ol 
human society; and contradicts the 
first dictates of common understand- 
ing. ‘he presumption is exactly 
parallel, that the most sacred oaths 
of office are the mere ceremonies of 
induction, which neither prescribe 
the proper manner of executing its 
duties, nor bind the individuals to 
an observance of it. 

That we subscribe to the religious 
views of the framers of the articles, 
and not to the expressed sense of 
the artieles themselves, is a pretence 
equally collusive, and idle. For 
first, independently of the views of 
the framers, the articles are founded 
on the scriptures. Secondly, the 
true faith of the framers of the arti- 
cles is to be learnt from the articles 
themselves: the sense of the arti- 
cles cannot be learnt from the pri- 
vate opinions of the framers. And 
thirdly, it is the existing doctrines 
of the church plainly described in 
the articles, and not the faith of in- 
dividuals, that we are at all concern- 
ed with, in the solemn transaction. 


Riewew of Dr. Seott’s © Force of Truth. 


MAY, 


| To the argument which supposes 
t}}the articles so framed as to accom- 
| modate themselves to the diversities 
of opinion existing among Protes- 
| tants at the time of their adoption, 
we reply —first, that the supposition 
of such a state of things as this ar- 
xument supposes, appears to have 
“no loundation in the history of the 
_times—and that the supposition of 
their being framed with such a de- 
sign, is equally without proo!. Se- 
condly, that we have no direct con- 
cern with the motives of the origi- 
‘nal framers, provided we understand 
the sense of the articles. ‘ihirdly, 
admit the argument in its fuil ex- 
jtent, it has no kind of relation to 
the purpose for which it is alleged. 
The argument supposes the articles 
so lar to generalize the doctrines of 
religion, as to contain nothing which 
certain protestant christians, enter- 
taining a diversity of views, could 
not cordially approve, and subscribe 
with a good conscience; and the ab- 
surd inference thence is, that those 
may honestly subseribe, who, not- 
withstanding their liberal structure, 
are still unable to approve them! 

The last extract from this part of 
the narrative will strikingly evince 
the unreasonable nature, and dan- 
gerous extent of prejudices some- 
times entertained against the most 
pious, useful, and honoured of the 
Redeemer’s servants, by those who 
are ignorant of their real excellen- 
cies, 


** Let it suffice to say that I was full of 
proud self-sufficiency, very positive, and 
very obstinate: and being situated in the 
neighbourhoed of some of those whom the 
world calls Methodists,* 1 joined in the 








prevailing sentiment; held them in sove- 


*Methodist, as a stizmaof reproach. was first 
apphed,’’ Dr. Scott observes, ‘to Mr. Wesley, Mr. 
Whitefield, and their followers. The term has since 
been extended by many to all persons who preach 
or profess the doctrines of the reformation, as ¢x- 
pressed in the articles and liturgy of our church ; nor 
will the most regular, and peaceful compliance with 


the injunctions of the Rubrick, exempt them from 4 
if they observe the authorized, but ina great mea- 
sure exploded, doctrines to which they have’ su'- 
scribed My acquaintance bitherto has been folely 
with Methodists of the latter description ; and [ have 
them alone in view when | use the term. ' 
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reign contempt; spoke of them with ceri- \| 
sion; disclaimed against them from the pul {| 
pit, as persons full of bigowy, enthusiasm, 
and spiritual pride; lan! heavy things to 
their charce ; and endeavonred to prove tle 
deeines which I supposed them to hold, 
(for 1 had eever read their books,) to be 
aishonourable to God, and destructive to 





morality. And, though in some companies 
L chose to conceal part of my Sentiments, 
and in all, aflected te speak as a trend to 


| universal toleration, yet, scarcely any per- 


son canbe more violently preyudited against 
both their pecsons aad theu principles than 
1 then was.’’ 


| To be contumed.)} 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE, 


third Report of the Ame:ic ip Coelonizalicn Socurty 
(Continued from p. 294.) 

The calculations upon this sub 
ject, have proceeded on an estimate | 
of the annual increase of the free. 
people of colour of the United States | 
at five thousand souls; and of the. 
slaves at little more than thirty-five | 
thousand; making a total of forty 
thousand 

Now, so far as this estimate re- 
lates to the free people of colour, it, 
must afford an ample refutation of 
the conclusion deduced trom it, to. 
refer to the fact, that there has been | 
scarcely a State admitted into the) 
American Union, the population of | 
which has not been annually aug: | 
mented for several years prior to its | 
admission, and has not subsequently | 
continued to be augmented, annual- | 
ty, by a greater emigration than of 
five thousand persons. 

The state of Ohio, which boasts, | 
at present, a militia more numerous 
than that of the ancient and popu- 
lous state of Massachusetts, and pro- 
bably contains, therefore, a popula- 
tion, little, if at all short of six hun- 
dred thousand souls, comprehended, 
in the year 1790, along with the 
whole north and south western ter- 
ritories of the United States, less 
than 37,000; ten years afterwards 
when its census was blende@ with. 
that of Michigan and Minois, little | 
more than 45,000; and by the enu- 
meration of 1510, 230,760. Allow- | 
ing the territories of [inois and | 
Michigan, which contained in 1810, 
17,000, to bave doubled their popu- 
lation, in the ten years next pre- | 
ceding, Ohio possessed in 1800,) 
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3,500 souls; and supposing that num. 


|ber to bave been doubled, by their 


natural increase alone, in the last 
twenty years, and the population of 
that Siate to be now 600,000, as com- 
puted above; she has, then, been 
indebted, in twenty years, to emi- 
gration and its natural increase, for 
527,000 of her present numbers 3 
+0 that the anaual augmeutation of 
the populution of Ohio tor that pe- 
riod, exclusive olf the natural jn- 
crease of her original stock in 1800, 
has not fallen short of twenty-six 
thousand; all of whom have beea 
sustained by the annual surplus pro- 
duce of the labour of that State, as- 
sisted but tittle, if at all, by impor- 
tations from the neighbouring states 
and territories, and reduced consi- 
derably, of late years, by exportation, 

Two such colonies, therefore, 
planted an a soil and beneath a eli- 
mate resembling that of Ohio, would 
provide not onty for the natural aug- 
mentation of their first stock, alter 
it had reached twenty-three thou- 
sand souls, but for an aanual addi- 
tion of 53,000 to their number; 
thus exceeding in the aggregate 
more than twelve thousand persons, 
the total annual increase of the co- 
toured population of the United 


' States, 


But on the soil and under the sur 
of Africa, which bring to maturity 


‘two crops of corn or rice in the 
same year, Where no winter devours 


the autumnal harvest, but genial 
warmth and perpertual verdure glad- 


den the whole year, the same labour 


would yield a double product, and 
more than a triple surplus. 








It is, too, for the first year only, 
that thie surplus would be required 
by the new mouths. The new 
hands vould, in every succeeding 
season, not only provide for them- 
selves, but swell the annual surplus) 
destined for other colonists, or lor | 
exportation. 

And if, for the first year, there} 
were no surplus, the mere food tor 
five, or for forty thousand people 
weuld be—what? Less than the 
surplus produce of a neighbouring 
county of Maryland, or Virginia. 

Bread, it is true, although suf- 
ficient for human sustenance, does 
not comprise, in iteell, a supply of 
all human wants. For the reet, 
however, for clothes and shelter, no 
comparison can be made between 

«their necessary cost in a climate in 
which the thermometer ever ranges 
Within twenty-five degrees bclow the 
greatest summer heat of America, 
and one wherein, for many months 
of the year, it rarely rises so high 
above the freezing point, and for 
half that period it is generally sunk 
below it. 

Tropical Africa is known at pres- 
sent, chiefly from its western coast, 
depopulated and wasted by the 
slave-trade. ‘The imperfect ae- 
counts of its interior promise to the 

civilization, which shall hereafter 

explore it, a milder climate and in- 
creased fertility. 

it remains to be determined 

i whether the Colonization Society 
a can provide for such a number, or 
they can provide for themselves, the 
means of transportation 

And here, as on that branch of 

this inquiry which has been just 

disposed of, it should ever be borne 
in mind, as an antidote to every el- 
fort to impair the hopes of the phi- 

' Janthropist, that short of complete 

success, there is much substantial 
good to be attained. 

He cannot stand acquitted at the 

if : bar of bis own conscience, who 
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pleads, as an excuse for total inac- 
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\tion, that he could have aceom- 
plished but a part of what he desir- 
ed. 

If the seeds of civilization shall be 
strewed along the coast of Alrica, 
and protected from the blighting i in- 
fluence of the slave-trade; if the 
chief impediment to gradual eman- 
-cipation in America shall be remov- 
ed; if where slavery may contivue 
‘to exist, the fidelity of the slave 
and the affection of the master shalt 
be both augmented; if the free 
people of colour shall be permitted 
to enter on the career of moral and 
intellectual improvement in the iond 
,of their fathers under the guarantee 
(of political independence; if all, 
or any considerable part of these 
vlessings can be attained, by open- 
ling the door of Africa to the return 
of her liberated children, it will be 
no reproach to the Colonization So- 
ciety that they have not civilized 
an entire continent, or disenthralled 
a nation. 





[To be concluded.} 
—=— 
Survey of Missionary Stations. 
(Continued from p. 297.) 


CHARLOTTE, 
A town of liberated negroes, in the parish 
of St. John.—Inhabitants, 205. 
Church Missionary Society. 1819. Chris- 
topher Taylor, schoolmaster ; Mrs. Taylor, 
school mistress. 


place in January of last year. 


turn, was 88. 
LEOPOLD. 

A town of liberated negroes, in the parish 
of St. Peter.—Inhabitants, 308. 

Church Missionary Society. 1818. Mel- 
'chior Renner, Minister; William Allen, nas 
tive assistant. 

The negroes are advancing in civilization. 
Mr. Renner has baptized many of them. As 
he has been called to officiate at Freetown 
til] the chaplains arrive, during his absence 
from Leopold, morning and evening worship 
and the Sunday service are carried on by 
William Allen, a native, who received some 
education in England, under the patronage 
of the African lustitution. 

There are 103 scholars, of whom 50 ace 
mechanics, 











Mr. and Mrs, Taylor were settled at this. 


The number of scholars, at the last rés. 
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The Benevolent Society and Church Mis- 


A town of liberated negroes, in the parish ) sionary Association continue to flourish, Of 


ef St. Charles.— Inhabitants, 1177. 

Church Missionary Society. 1816. Minis- 

r, W. A. B. Johnson. Native teachers, 
Wiiham Tamba, Willian, Davis, David 
Woah. , 

Mr. Johnson having found it necessary, 
as has been stated, to accompany Mrs, 
Johnson to Englaad, the best provision was 
made for the care of his numerous flock, 
during his absence, that circumstances 
would admit. Mr. Bull having taken charge 
ef the seminary at Leicester Mountain, Mr. 
Cates had removed, as was supposed, to 
Regent’s Town, to assist Mr. Johnson; and 
Mr. and Mrs. Morgan, having been retieved 


in the schools at Freetown by the arrival of |) 
Cates, accompanied by William Tamba 


Mr. and Mrs. Jesty, were associated with 
Mr, Cates in the care of Regeut’s Town, 
during the absence of Mr. and Mrs. John- 
gou-——-Mr. Wilhelm undertaking to render 
the necessary ministerial service, from Lei- 
pester Mountain. 

William Tamba, William Dayis, and 
David Noah are commissioners, who have 
given satisfactory evidence of sincere piety, 
and of competent talents to render them fit 
teachers of their countrymea. Tamba and 
Davis have been appointed to this office: 
and directions have been given, by the com- 
mittee, to add David Noah to their number, 
These christian natives vill be employed, 
after due preparaton, as {may please God 
to afford opportunities, ia benefiting their 
countrymen; and will be followed, it may 
Be hoped, by numbers progressively increas- 
ing, until the name of the Saviour shall be 


heard throughout these gloomy regions of | 


ignorance and sin: for in this negro towu 
are assembled, by the singular, providence 
ef God, converts to the faith of Christ, even 
from the banks of the unexplored Niger, 
and not less than twenty different African 
tongues are spoken by men anxious that 
their countrymen should be brought to the 


knowledge of the Saviour! 


Christianity, in all its blessed effects, has 
contiuued its progress in this place. From 
1000 to 1260 or 1300 negroes, from the town 
and neighbourhood, generally attend public 
worship, which is held three times on the 
Sunday ; and about 500 are usually present, 
at morning and evening family prayers, 
every day. The conffmuuicants, when Mr, 
Johnson left, were 253: aud the scholars, 
adults, and children, about 500. Civiliza- 
tion has advanced with rapidity; and, un- 
der the benign influence of the gospel, a 
degree of activity and energy in the execu- 
tion of usetul public works has been pro- 
duced, which has drawn forth the admira- 


80N of persans fa authogiry. 
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the sum of 681. 4s. 11d. which the Sierra 
Leone Church Missionary Auxiliary before 


; mentioned, contributed to the Society, the 


Regent’s Town Association collected 334. 
7s. ld. 

At the annual meeting of this Associa. 
tion, some of the negroes spoke in a mannet 
i which cannottail to makea deep impression 
on every christian reader, 
| In January, 1818, Mr. Johnson, with Mr, 

Cates and William Tamba, made an excur-’ 
sion round the colony, in which they walked 
about L140 miles. The journal of this ex- 
cursion is printed in Appendix IV, to the 
Nineteenth Report of this Society. ln 
February, March, and April, 1819, Mr 


and William Davis, travelled into the Bas- 
sa country, nearly 400 miles from. the 
colony. ‘Tamba and Davis addressed their 
countrymen, and frequently with muc}r 
fefiect. In the Bassa country, in particular 
their reception was highly favourable; an 
there is every hope of establishing a mission 
theve, at some future opportunity, 

It was a severe trial, both to Mr. John- 
son and his affectionate people, to be sep- 


| arated during his voyage to Englaud ; 
but his visit was attended with much 
benefit. He greatly animated the fends 


of the Society, in many places, by detailing 
what it bad pleased God to do by his means 
aniong his negroes, and various points of 
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limportance were regulated in bis personal 


intercourse with the committee and officers. 
He had administered the Lord’s Supper, on 
Easter Sunday, about a’ fortnight before he 
sailed, to his 253 black brethren and sisters, 
nearly all of them the fruits of his miuisury 
in the few years of his labouring among 
them; and he is gone back to them, we 
trust, am the fulness of the blessing of the 
gospel of peace, and will find increasing, 
numbers assemble with him to commemorate 
the dying love of the Saviour, and to renew 
the vows of their holy profession, 
GLOUCESTER. 

A town of liberated negroes, in the pari 
of St. Andrew.—Inhabitants, 356. 

Church Missonury Spciely, 1816. Henry 
During, minister, Mrs, During, schoolmis- 
tress, 

Mr. During has been admitted to ordi 
nation, according to the rites of the Lutheran 
church, 

The prospects of success are greatly ins 
creasing. Evidences of a decided change 
are multiplying; and even characters the 








inost discouraging have been brought. ta a 
sense of thels lostconditfon, * 
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Meeetings are held on Saturday ane Sun- 
ay evenings for religious edification, A 
considerable number of the negroes attend. 
Great simplicity and humility prevail ainong 
them, “ Every day,” said one, “my heart 
tell me I] be bad man pass every bedy.” 
Another said, “1 think, every day, that the 
dirt be better than me ;” yet this is a most 
exemplary man. 
A Missionory Society has been forined. 
The new church, which is 76 feet by 42, 
‘is proceeding. 
There are 202 adults and children receiv- 
ing education. 
Not three years since, this place was a 
wilderness. Nearly the whole of its pre- 


_sent African Inhabitants have, since that 


period, been rescued from the holds of 
elave sbips. _ 
LEICESTER MountmvAIN. 


About three miles south of Freetown. 

Church Missionary Sorvety. 1814. John 
Godfrey Wilbelin, Minister; George 5. 
Bell, schoolmaster, John Maxwell, native 
usher. 

The village of Leicester, containing 59 
liberated negroes, is on this mountain, 

Here also has heen established the 
“ Christain Institution” of the Society.— 
It has been found expedient, on the sug- 
gestion of his excellency, governor Mac 
Carthy, to adopt the plan of rendering 
This Institution a seminary for giving a 
superiog education to a limited number of 
promising youths. ‘The greater part of 
the children, of both sexes, named by 
benefactors, who were under education at 
this place, have, in consequence, been 
distributed among the other schools of the 
Society; and the plan of naming childreu 
by particular benefactors, and supporting 
them by their annual contributions, bas 
been unavoidably relinquished. 

Nearly thirty youths are now in a course 
of education ; and the Committee are very 
anxious to obtain the services of some able 
elergyiman, who would devote themselves 
to the preparation of these youths, uuder 
the biessing of God, to becone benefac- 
tors and teachers of their countrymen. 

It isin contemplation to remove the In- 
Stitu tion to Regent’s Town. 


WILBERFORCE. 


A town of liberated negroes, in the par- 
ish of St. Paul.—Inhabitants, 203. 

Church Missionary Society. 1816. Hen- 
xy Charles Decker, Minister. 

Mr. Decker succeeded the late Mr. 
Cates, at this station, about midsummer, 
1818. The number of his hearers has gra- 
dually increased. He has a school for 


¢hildren, in the morning; and for adults, 
iu the evening: the number of scholars is 
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55. On Saturday evenings a meeting for 

religious edification is held; when about 

50 Congo and 70 Cosso people attend. 
KEN®. 

A town of liberated negroes, in the pare 
ish of St. Edward, at Cape Shilling. 

lahabitants, at the return ot January 
last, 167, but since increased to 200, 

Church Missionary Society. 1818. Wil- 
liam Randle, Superintendent, Mr. Ran- 
dle was brought to a serious concern tor 
his own salvation, under the ministiy of 
Mr. Johnson at Regent's Town; and was 
provisionally admitted into the scrvice of 
the Society, at a meeting of te Mission 
aries; which appointment has been cén- 
firmed at home. 

He has an evening school of néarly 70 
boys and adults, and is not without bope 
of being enabled to do some good amoung 
them; but the people are in a state of 
great ignorance and superstition, 





DOMESTIC. 


We have no more pleasing tark than tg notice the 
progress of the work of lodian imstruction in tbe 
W sstern States and Verritories§ Theat the se exiled 
tribes have been left to ‘consume away’ before our 
advancing settlements, GIL thi: date perton, ow the 
‘ bristian occupants of the land of their foretatbors, 
has exciied the surprise, and jy chhes roerited, the 
re yrcofs of the Christivon philanthropists of Europes 
‘he ipform-tion ebtaimed through ther agents, by 
the «United Feitivn Mission Socie:y’’ [Sen Re- 
pertory, No. V \ § |, 155,] of the present ste e orthe 
Osage nation, inhabitins the upper part. ! ts. Ar 
kansaw and Red Rivers, more then 600 males went 
of the Mississippi, has deter: ined the Board vomee 
diately to found among them a Missionary estsolishe 
went A Missionary family courisung of two clergy- 
men, with their wives, a physi tan, several mw! and 

male teachers, farmers and mechonic-, 74a all 
Wenty-one persons, have accordingly comaecced 
hear journey to this distant situavion. 4s the ob- 
ject of (bis mi sion identifies itself to a eerinin extent 
with ihe venevolent desizn cf the general govern- 
ment to promote Indian civilization within our lim- 
ils, at has received a share of tts patronage. 


Se 


By letters lately received from Rev. Vliny Fisk, 
tisstonary from this country io Pal. atine, | ec Re- 
» ciory, No V p 164] we learn the safe arrival of 
the mission at Sinyena, on the 15th of Jaguary last, 
after a short stay at Malta 


Che Cvane, convoy to tne ship Elizabeth, which 
sailed from New York in bebruary last, with phe 
agents of government and about thirty tamiltes o& 
tree blreks, bound to the West coast of Africe [see 
Repertory far March, p. 258,] has been spoken o 
Sierra Leone, and communi:ated the welcom» intel= 
lirence of the perfect beali:h of the numerovs crew 
ot the latter. May the blessing of Got rest upoa 
the interesUng enterprise 

A General Meeting of the Education Society for 
the dioceses of Virvinia, and Maryland, will be held 
at Dre Wilmer’s church in the town of Alexandria, 
on Phursday,the llthof May, \being the cay of the 
meeting of the Virginia Conyention,) at which adl 
the friends of the Socicty are requested to attend, 











The Convention for Virginia meets on the lith 
inst. in Alesondria ; for Maryland en the 31st, Bat: 
tumore. 
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